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Chapters 1-2 
lucid 
backpedal 

Page 1 Chapters 1-2 Summarizing Root Words 
 vis/vid 

Chapters 3-4 
haughty 
proximity 

Page 2 Chapters 3-4 Point of View Root Words  
dict & form 

Chapter 5 
coincide 
foothold 

Page 3 Chapter 5 Character Traits Root Words 
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Chapters 10-11 
quizzical 

mend 
Page 6 Chapters 10-11 

Understanding the 

Prophecy of Gray 

Summaries and 
Compare and 
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Chapters 12 
prudence 
adamant 

Page 7  

Page 8 
[review] 

Chapters 12 Settings Essay Lesson #1 

Chapters 13-14 
compensate 
patronizing 

Page 9 Chapters 13-14 Predictions Essay Lesson #2 

Chapters 15-16 
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arachnid 

Page 10 Chapters 15-16 Point of View Essay Lesson #3 

Chapters 17-18 
antagonize 
aspire 

Page 11 Chapters 17-18 

Acrostic 
[Summarizing] 

Figurative Language 
Essay Lesson #4 

P
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rt
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Chapters 19-20 
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ravenous 

Page 12 Chapters 19-20 Mood Essay Lesson #5 

Chapters 21-22 
prudent 
pestilence 

Page 13 Chapters 21-22 Making Predictions Essay Lesson #6 

Chapters 23-24 
entwine 
futile 

Page 14 Chapters 23-24 Sequence of Events Context Clues 
Organizers 

Chapters 25-26 
uncharted 
banish 

Page 15 Chapters 25-26 Theme Context Clues Task 
Cards 

Chapter 27 
precedent 
ordeal 

Page 16 Chapter 27 Plot Development  

 

 Vocabulary Test  

Comparing Gregor the 

Overlander to The Hunger 
Games 
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Chapter 1  

lucid (adjective) - able to think clearly 

synonyms: 
rational, sane, clear-headed, logical, cogent, reasoned, in your right 

mind 

For the last year his grandma had been slipping in and out of reality. One minute she 
was clear as a bell and the next she was calling him Simon. Who was Simon? He had 

no idea. … Every patch on the quilt had come from a dress she had made for herself 
through the years. In her more lucid moments, she'd talk Gregor through the quilt. 

"This polka-dotted swiss I wore to my cousin Lucy's graduation when I was eleven, 
this lemon yellow was a Sunday dress, and this white is in actual fact a corner of my 
wedding dress, I do not lie." 

❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ 

Chapter 2  

backpedal (verb) – to move backward with quick steps 

synonyms: backtrack, retreat, back down, back off 

The floor began to slope sharply, and Gregor found himself backpedaling to avoid 

stepping on the roach leader. Something soft and feathery brushed against his face 
and arms. 

❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ 

Chapter 3  

haughty (adjective) - having or showing the insulting attitude of people who think 
that they are better, smarter, or more important than other people 

synonyms: 
proud, arrogant, conceited, self-important, snooty, stuck-up, 

overconfident, superior, high and mighty 

Boots giggled. Every inch of her was ticklish. Luxa purposely ran her fingers up under 
Boots's chin, making her laugh. For a second, Luxa lost her attitude, and Gregor 

thought she might not be so bad. Then she straightened up and resumed her 
haughty manner.  

❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤ 

Chapter 4  

proximity (noun)- the state of being near 

synonyms: nearness, closeness, vicinity 

Each one had a rider as pale and silver-haired as Luxa. Despite the close proximity 
and speed of the bats, none of the people had any trouble staying mounted. 
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Chapter 27   [precedent and ordeal] 

 
Read the definitions of precedent. Write a, b, or c to 
show which definition is used in each sentence. 

 
a) a similar action or event that happened at an earlier 

time 
b) something done or said that can be used as an 

example or rule to be followed in the future 
c) the usual or traditional way of doing something  

 

1. ______ Her high test scores set a precedent for the 
class. 

2. ______ The state argued that Plessey v Ferguson had 
set the precedent and that the laws were clear on this 
point. 

3. ______  The voters broke with precedent when they 
elected a female as mayor. 

4. ______ There are no precedents for this event. 
5. ______ Several law cases that set precedents include 

Marbury v Madison (1803), Brown v Board of Ed 

Topeka Kansas (1954), and Engle v Vitale (1962). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 
ordeal. 

 

comfort contentment torture 

agony nightmare pleasure 

suffering happiness health 

trouble peace difficulty 

 

 

Chapters 1-2 [lucid and backpedal] 

 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

backpedal. 

 

advance remain backtrack 

about face reverse stay 

meet backward steps forward 

retreat withdraw move ahead 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for lucid. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Read the definitions of lucid. Write a or b to show which 
definition is used in each sentence. 
 

a) very clear and easy to understand 
b) able to think clearly 
 

3. ______ He remained lucid after the car accident. 
4. ______ A lucid explanation was given during the 

speech. 

5. ______ She gave a lucid presentation about recycling, 
and everyone learned a great deal from it. 

6. ______ The king suffered an accident, but became 
lucid again after a time. 

 

 
 

 

Page 16 Page 1 

lucid 
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Chapter 27   [precedent and ordeal] 

 
Read the definitions of precedent. Write a, b, or c to 
show which definition is used in each sentence. 

 
d) a similar action or event that happened at an earlier 

time 
e) something done or said that can be used as an 

example or rule to be followed in the future 
f) the usual or traditional way of doing something  

 

6. __b____ Her high test scores set a precedent for the 
class. 

7. __b____ The state argued that Plessey v Ferguson had 
set the precedent and that the laws were clear on this 
point. 

8. __c____ The voters broke with precedent when they 
elected a female as mayor. 

9. __a____ There are no precedents for this event. 
10.__b____ Several law cases that set precedents 

include Marbury v Madison (1803), Brown v Board of 

Ed Topeka Kansas (1954), and Engle v Vitale (1962). 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

3. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 
ordeal. 

 

comfort contentment torture 

agony nightmare pleasure 

suffering happiness health 

trouble peace difficulty 

 

 

Chapters 1-2 [lucid and backpedal] 

 
2. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

backpedal. 

 

advance remain backtrack 

about face reverse stay 

meet backward steps forward 

retreat withdraw move ahead 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

3. Fill in the word web with synonyms for lucid. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Read the definitions of lucid. Write a or b to show which 
definition is used in each sentence. 
 

a) very clear and easy to understand 
b) able to think clearly 
 

7. __b____ He remained lucid after the car accident. 
8. __a____ A lucid explanation was given during the 

speech. 

9. __a____ She gave a lucid presentation about recycling, 
and everyone learned a great deal from it. 

10.__b____ The king suffered an accident, but became 
lucid again after a time. 

 

 
 

 

Page 16 Page 1 

lucid 

clear-headed 
logical 

rational 

sane 
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Comprehension 

This section contains a one page printable comprehension 

practice for each reading selection. The chart below is the key 

to the types of questions for the comprehension questions. The 

section also contains constructive response exercises. The 

constructive response pages that are chapter specific list the 

chapters they should be used with. If chapter numbers are not 

listed the questions are flexible and may be used at different 

points in the story. 

Types of Questions Key 

detail / inference  

main idea / 
summarizing / theme 

 

character/ setting / 

plot / events 
 

word meaning / 
figurative language 

 

text structure  

point of view  

different forms of the 

same story 
 

compare and contrast  
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  Option 1 

Have students use the graphic organizer for notes. Notice the notes are not in complete 

sentences. Glue the organizer to the left side of the notebook page. On the right side of 

the notebook, students use the notes to write the details in paragraph form. 

Option 2 

Students fill in the 

organizers only.  
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 Gregor the Overlander ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. A good title for Chapters 1-2 could be ---. 

a. A Long Boring Hot Summer 

b. Laundry 
c. Falling into a Strange Land 

d. Playing Ball 

2. Chapters 1-2 are told from which point of 

view? 

a. 1st through Gregor 
b. 1st through Boots 

c. 3rd  through Gregor 
d. 3rd through Boots 

3. What can be inferred about Gregor’s father? 

a. He ran away to California to teach science. 
b. He left home not by choice. 

c. He has amnesia.  
d. He doesn’t want to be with his family. 

4. The setting is important to the story 

because---. 

a. Gregor lives in New York City in a small 

apartment. 
b. Gregor must remain in the city to care for 

his little sister. 
c. Gregor got to play in Carnegie Hall. 
d. Gregor has entered a fantasy land with 

giant bugs that can talk. 

5. Read this passage from Chapter 2.  

"Okay, Mr. Roach, so we'll just be going, sorry 

we bugged you -- I mean, bothered you, I mean 
-- " 

This passage contains ---. 

a. a pun 
b. an alliteration 

c. a hyperbole 
d. a personification 

6. Which word best describes Grandma’s mental 

state? 

a. playful 
b. loving 

c. confused 
d. serious 

 

7. Which genre is Gregor the Overlander? Check 
one from each row. 

____ fiction OR ____ drama 

____ young adult lit OR ____ horror 

____ fantasy OR ____realistic 

____ mystery OR ____ adventure 

Explain why you selected these answers.  

______________________________________ 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________  

8. Read this line from the end of Chapter 1. 

The sound seemed to rattle the roaches, and 
they withdrew stiffly. 

 
Which type of figurative language does this line 
contain? 

 
a. personification 

b. metaphor 
c. repetition 
d. alliteration 

Explain why you selected this answer. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 
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  Gregor the Overlander ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. A good title for Chapters 1-2 could be ---. 

a. A Long Boring Hot Summer 

b. Laundry 
c. Falling into a Strange Land 

d. Playing Ball 

2. Chapters 1-2 are told from which point of 

view? 

a. 1st through Gregor 
b. 1st through Boots 

c. 3rd  through Gregor 
d. 3rd through Boots 

3. What can be inferred about Gregor’s father? 

a. He ran away to California to teach science. 
b. He left home not by choice. 

c. He has amnesia.  
d. He doesn’t want to be with his family. 

4. The setting is important to the story 

because---. 

a. Gregor lives in New York City in a small 

apartment. 
b. Gregor must remain in the city to care for 

his little sister. 
c. Gregor got to play in Carnegie Hall. 
d. Gregor has entered a fantasy land with 

giant bugs that can talk. 

5. Read this passage from Chapter 2.  

"Okay, Mr. Roach, so we'll just be going, sorry 

we bugged you -- I mean, bothered you, I mean 
-- " 

This passage contains ---. 

a. a pun 
b. an alliteration 

c. a hyperbole 
d. a personification 

6. Which word best describes Grandma’s mental 

state? 

a. playful 
b. loving 

c. confused 
d. serious 

 

7. Which genre is Gregor the Overlander? Check 
one from each row. 

____ fiction OR ____ drama 

____  young adult lit OR ____ horror 

____ fantasy OR ____realistic 

____ mystery OR ____  adventure 

Explain why you selected these answers.  

 The story is not a drama because there 
are no stage directions.  

 The insects appear to be friendly; this 
rules out horror. The book is clearly 

meant for young adults.  

 Because the story has talking 

cockroaches, it must be a fantasy.  

 Gregor has left home and is beginning a 
journey. This is a sign of an adventure.  

8. Read this line from the end of Chapter 1. 

The sound seemed to rattle the roaches, and 
they withdrew stiffly. 

 
Which type of figurative language does this line 
contain? 

 
a. personification 

b. metaphor 
c. repetition 
d. alliteration 

Explain why you selected this answer. 

Rattle the roaches both begin with the ‘r’ sound. 

Rattle could also be onomatopoeia. 



~ Page 17 © Gay Miller ~ 

 

 Chapters 1-2 ~ Constructive Response - Summarizing 

List or draw 6 events that happened in Chapters 1-2 

in the order that they happened. 

 

1 

 

2 
 

3 
 

4 
 

5 
 

6 
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 

characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize 

the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/2/


~ Page 18 © Gay Miller ~ 

 

 Chapters 1-2 ~ Constructive Response - Summarizing 

List or draw 6 events that happened in Chapters 1-2 

in the order that they happened. 

 

1 
•Gregor is hot and bored. All of his friends have left for 
summer camp. He must stay home to watch his 2 year old 
sister, Boots. 

2 

•After Mrs. Cormaci comes over to watch Gregor's senile grandmother, 
Gregor goes to the basement of his apartment building with Boots to do the 
laundry. 

3 

•Both Gregor and Boots fall into a grate in the laundry room. They are carried 
on a mist many feet below the surface of New York City where they gently 
land. 

4 
•Soon after arriving in the Underland, a group of giant cockroaches greet 
Boots and Gregor. They are friendly and refer to Boots as a queen. 

5 

•The cockroaches decide to take Boots and Gregor to the humans that live in 
the Underland. Boots rides on one of the cockroaches as Gregor runs beside 
it. 

6 
•The cockroaches take Gregor and Boots to a stadium where a ballgame is 
being played. The humans are riding on giant bats in the game. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how 

characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize 

the text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 

details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of 

the text; provide an objective summary of the text. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/2/
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Skills 
Day #1  Root Word Organizer and Trail Game for vis/vid and  

Day #2 Root Word Organizer and Aggravation Game for dict/form 

Day #3 Root Word Organizers and Loop Game for mit/ject 

Day #4 Figurative Language Organizers 

Day #5 Figurative Language Response Cards 

Day #6 Summaries and Compare and Contrast Chart 

Day #7 Lesson #1 – Two Ways to Compare Topics 

Day #8 Lesson #2 – Writing a Thesis Statement 

Day #9 Lesson #3 – Writing an Introductory Paragraph 

Day #10 Lesson #4 – Writing Body Paragraphs 

Day #11 Lesson #5 – Writing the Conclusion 

Day #12 Lesson #6 – Editing and Proofreading the Essay 

Day #13 Context Clues Common Core Alignment 

Day #14 Context Clues Organizers 

Day #15 Context Clues Task Cards 
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Root Words Common Core Alignment 

 4th Grade 5th Grade 6th Grade 

P
r

e
fi

xe
s,

 S
u

ff
ix

e
s,

 &
 R

o
o

t 
w

o
r

d
s CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.L.4.4.B 

Use common, grade-

appropriate Greek and 

Latin affixes and roots as 

clues to the meaning of a 

word (e.g., telegraph, 

photograph, autograph). 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.L.5.4.B 

Use common, grade-

appropriate Greek and 

Latin affixes and roots as 

clues to the meaning of a 

word (e.g., photograph, 

photosynthesis). 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.L.6.4.B 

Use common, grade-

appropriate Greek or Latin 

affixes and roots as clues 

to the meaning of a word 

(e.g., audience, auditory, 

audible). 

Di
ct

io
n

a
r

y
 &

 G
lo

ss
a

r
y

 S
ki

lls
 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.L.4.4.C 

Consult reference materials 

(e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation and 

determine or clarify the 

precise meaning of key 

words and phrases. 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.L.5.4.C 

Consult reference materials 

(e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation and 

determine or clarify the 

precise meaning of key 

words and phrases. 

CCSS.ELA-

LITERACY.L.6.4.C 

Consult reference materials 

(e.g., dictionaries, 

glossaries, thesauruses), 

both print and digital, to 

find the pronunciation of a 

word or determine or 

clarify its precise meaning 

or its part of speech. 

All root words have been verified using the word origin feature at 

Dictionary.com.  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/4/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/c/
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Option #1 Root Word Organizers  

Two different styles of root word organizers are provided containing the 

same information. This page shows the first option, the second option 
follows. I recommend that you look at both before you make copies to see 

which fits your teaching style the best. 

 
 Print the organizer/cards onto heavy-weight paper or cardstock. 

 Students will fill in the missing information in the blank spaces 

including:

 Students should write words containing the root. 

 Students should then write each word’s definition. 

 Finally students should write sample sentences using the words. 

 Cut out the cards.

 Punch a hole on the place marked.

 Secure the cards together with brads or book rings.
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Option #2 Root Word Organizers  

You can have students glue just the top cover page directly into interactive notebooks 

and have students write definitions and/or sentences containing the words on the pages 

in the interactive notebooks. Another option is to run off both the top cover page and 

bottom page of the organizer and glue them together. This option provides the students 

with boxes containing lines to write definitions and/or sentences. 

The organizers have been left blank so that any word may be used. 

   Instructions for Making the Organizer: 

1) Simply copy the first page of the organizer onto colored paper.  

2) Optional ~ Copy the next page onto white copier paper. 

3) Trim the outer edges so the organizer will fit into interactive notebooks. 

4) The first colored page should be cut on the lines between the three flaps up to 

the dotted fold line, so that it will open one flap at a time. 

5) Students will complete the organizer by filling in the missing information. 

6) Glue the top page to the bottom page in the area indicated, so the organizer 

will open. OR Glue the top page directly onto a page in your interactive 

notebook. 
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Trail Game using Root Words for Vid/Vis 

Setting Up the Game for Play 

This game may be played with two to four players. 

The Object of the Game 

To be the last person to cover a word in the center of the game board. 

Rules for Playing 

1. Roll a die or spin a spinner to determine which player goes first. 

2. When it is a player’s turn, s/he rolls the die and moves the indicated number of 

spaces. The player then reads the definition and covers the matching word in 

the center of the playing board. If the word is already covered, the player 

simply does nothing. 
3. If a player lands on a person/picture, s/he may cover any word. 

4. Play continues until all the words in the center of the game board are covered. 

The person to cover the last word is the winner. 

  

An ink-friendly version 

of the game board is 

also provided. 
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Aggravation Game for form and dict 

Setting Up the Game for Play 

Print the game board. I like to place the game in page protectors to keep them 

looking clean and for easy storage. 

Rules for Playing 

This game may be played with two to four players. 

1. The game starts with each player's placing a colored marker in his/her start.  

2. After the order of play is determined through the rolling of the die, each player 
rolls a single die on each turn to determine the number of spaces to move.  

3. Players move around the track then back to their colored track that leads to the 
center of the game board.  

4. Each time a player lands on a box on the track, s/he must read the definition 
and correctly name the matching word. If incorrect, the player must move back 

to the spot before the play. 
5. The winner is the first player who reaches the “Winner” box by exact count.  
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Loop Games using Root Words for ject and mit/mit 

   Instructions  

o Print loop cards onto cardstock and laminate for repeated use. 

o Cut the cards apart. [Note: The cards will look like dominoes with a word on one 

half and a definition on the other half.] 

o Cards may be stored in snack-sized Ziploc bags.  

The Activity 

The following Loop Games are provided: 

 ject 

 mit/mis 

 

Playing 

A dictionary may be consulted if students are having difficulty with word meanings. 

These cards may be used as an individual activity in which a student must 

physically arrange the cards in a circle by placing each word next to its definition. 

The cards will form a loop, so that all cards will be used. 

You may use the two sets as a competitive activity. This may be done with pairs of 

two students or by dividing the class into two groups. Give each individual/group 

one looped set. The teams compete to determine which group can complete their 

loop the quickest. 

The cards may also be used for playing “I Have, Who Has.” 
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Figurative Language Common Core Alignment 
 5th Grade 6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

S
o
u
n
d
 D

e
v
ic

e
s
 

O
n
o
m

a
to

p
o
e
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, 
R
e
p
e
ti
ti
o
n
, 

 

A
ll
it
e
ra

ti
o
n
, 

a
n
d
 R

h
y
m

in
g
  

W
o
rd

s
 

  CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.RL.7.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including figurative 

and connotative 
meanings; analyze 
the impact of rhymes 
and other repetitions 
of sounds (e.g., 
alliteration) on a 

specific verse or 

stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or 
drama. 

 

F
ig

u
ra

ti
v
e
 L

a
n
g
u
a
g
e
 

S
im

il
e
s
, 

M
e
ta

p
h
o
rs

, 
P
e
rs

o
n
if
ic

a
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o
n
, 

H
y
p
e
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o
le

 

A
d
a
g
e
s
, 

Id
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m
s
, 

a
n
d
 P
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v
e
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s
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4 

Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as 
they are used in a text, 
including figurative 
language such as 
metaphors and similes. 
 

 

CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.6.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including figurative 
and connotative 

meanings; analyze 
the impact of a 
specific word choice 
on meaning and tone. 

 
 

CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.7.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including figurative 
and connotative 

meanings; analyze 
the impact of rhymes 
and other repetitions 
of sounds (e.g., 

alliteration) on a 
specific verse or 

stanza of a poem or 
section of a story or 
drama. 

CCSS.ELA-

Literacy.RL.8.4 
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in a text, 
including figurative 
and connotative 

meanings; analyze 
the impact of specific 
word choices on 
meaning and tone, 

including analogies or 
allusions to other 

texts. 
 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5 
Demonstrate 

understanding of 
figurative language, word 
relationships, and 
nuances in word 
meanings. 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.6.5 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 
 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.7.5 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.8.5 

Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language, 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5a 
Interpret figurative 

language, including 
similes and metaphors, in 

context. 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.6.5a 

Interpret figures of 
speech (e.g., 

personification) in 
context. 

  

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5.b 
Recognize and explain the 

meaning of common 
idioms, adages, and 
proverbs. 

   

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/6/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/5/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/b/
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Figurative Language Organizers  

  Three Door Flip 

 Print the organizer onto colored paper.  
 

 Students will fill in the missing information in the blank spaces. 
 

 To make the organizer, trim around the four edges on the lines indicated. Fold the 
page in half vertically on the dotted lines. Cut on the lines indicated on the inside 
of the organizer, up to the fold so that the organizer opens with three flaps.
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Common Core Writing Standards 
In

fo
rm

a
ti
v
e
 W

ri
ti
n
g
 

5th Grade 6th Grade 7th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.A 
Introduce a topic clearly, provide a 
general observation and focus, and 
group related information logically; 
include formatting (e.g., headings), 
illustrations, and multimedia when 
useful to aiding comprehension. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.A 
Introduce a topic; organize ideas, 
concepts, and information, using 
strategies such as definition, 
classification, comparison/contrast, 
and cause/effect; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 
charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding 

comprehension. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2.A 
Introduce a topic clearly, 
previewing what is to follow; 
organize ideas, concepts, and 
information, using strategies such 
as definition, classification, 
comparison/contrast, and 
cause/effect; include formatting 
(e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., 

charts, tables), and multimedia 
when useful to aiding 
comprehension. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.B 
Develop the topic with facts, 
definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and 
examples related to the topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.B 
Develop the topic with relevant 
facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information and 
examples. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2.B 
Develop the topic with relevant 
facts, definitions, concrete details, 
quotations, or other information 
and examples. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.C 
Link ideas within and across 
categories of information using 
words, phrases, and clauses 
(e.g., in contrast, especially). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.C 
Use appropriate transitions to clarify 
the relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2.C 
Use appropriate transitions to 
create cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among ideas and 
concepts. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.D 
Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about 
or explain the topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.D 
Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about 
or explain the topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2.D 
Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about 
or explain the topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.2.E 
Provide a concluding statement or 
section related to the information or 
explanation presented. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.E 
Establish and maintain a formal 
style. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2.E 
Establish and maintain a formal 
style. 

 CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.2.F 
Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from the 
information or explanation 
presented. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.2.F 
Provide a concluding statement or 
section that follows from and 
supports the information or 
explanation presented. 

D
e
v
e
lo

p
m

e
n
t 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development and 
organization are appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. (Grade-
specific expectations for writing 
types are defined in standards 1-3 
above.) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing in 
which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.4 
Produce clear and coherent writing 
in which the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and 
audience. (Grade-specific 
expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1-3 above.) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.5 
With guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach. (Editing 
for conventions should demonstrate 
command of Language standards 1-
3 up to and including grade 5 here.) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.5 
With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach. (Editing 
for conventions should demonstrate 
command of Language standards 1-
3 up to and including grade 6 here.) 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.5 
With some guidance and support 
from peers and adults, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by 
planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been 
addressed. (Editing for conventions 
should demonstrate command of 
Language standards 1-3 up to and 
including grade 7 here.) 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/2/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/2/f/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/2/f/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.6 
With some guidance and support from 
adults, use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish writing 
as well as to interact and collaborate 
with others; demonstrate sufficient 
command of keyboarding skills to type 
a minimum of two pages in a single 

sitting. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.6 
Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish 
writing as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others; 
demonstrate sufficient command 
of keyboarding skills to type a 
minimum of three pages in a 

single sitting. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.6 
Use technology, including the 
Internet, to produce and publish 
writing and link to and cite sources 
as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others, including 
linking to and citing sources. 

R
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e
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h
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v
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.7 
Conduct short research projects that 
use several sources to build knowledge 
through investigation of different 
aspects of a topic. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.7 
Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on 
several sources and refocusing the 
inquiry when appropriate. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.7 
Conduct short research projects to 
answer a question, drawing on 
several sources and generating 
additional related, focused 
questions for further research and 
investigation. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.8 
Recall relevant information from 
experiences or gather relevant 
information from print and digital 
sources; summarize or paraphrase 
information in notes and finished work, 
and provide a list of sources. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.8 
Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources; 
assess the credibility of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of others 
while avoiding plagiarism and 
providing basic bibliographic 
information for sources. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.8 
Gather relevant information from 
multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; 
assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source; and quote or 
paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.9 
Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9 
Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.9 
Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research. 

W
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.9.A 
Apply grade 5 Reading standards to 
literature (e.g., "Compare and contrast 
two or more characters, settings, or 
events in a story or a drama, drawing 
on specific details in the text [e.g., how 
characters interact]"). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9.A 
Apply grade 6 Reading 
standards to literature (e.g., 
"Compare and contrast texts in 
different forms or genres [e.g., 
stories and poems; historical 
novels and fantasy stories] in 
terms of their approaches to 
similar themes and topics"). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.9.A 
Apply grade 7 Reading 
standards to literature (e.g., 
"Compare and contrast a fictional 
portrayal of a time, place, or 
character and a historical account 
of the same period as a means of 
understanding how authors of 
fiction use or alter history"). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.9.B 
Apply grade 5 Reading standards to 
informational texts (e.g., "Explain how 
an author uses reasons and evidence to 
support particular points in a text, 
identifying which reasons and evidence 
support which point[s]""). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.9.B 
Apply grade 6 Reading 
standards to literary nonfiction 
(e.g., "Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, distinguishing claims that are 
supported by reasons and evidence 
from claims that are not"). 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.9.B 
Apply grade 7 Reading 
standards to literary nonfiction 
(e.g. "Trace and evaluate the 
argument and specific claims in a 
text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the 
evidence is relevant and sufficient 
to support the claims"). 

R
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.10 
Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.10 
Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.7.10 
Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and 
shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/8/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/9/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/9/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/9/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/9/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/9/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/9/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/9/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/5/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/6/10/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/7/10/
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Essay Project 

The next six lessons are designed to walk students step-by-step in writing a 

compare and contrast essay.  

Lesson #1 – Two Ways to Compare Topics 

This lesson goes over two methods for writing compare and contrast essays: 

 Similarities and Differences 

 Point by Point Method 

Lesson #2 – Writing a Thesis Statement  

Three graphic organizers are provided that go over the rules for writing a thesis 

statement. 

Lesson #3 – Writing an Introductory Paragraph  

Two graphic organizers and two practice pages are provided to help students learn 

how to write an introductory paragraph to an essay. 

Lesson #4 – Writing Body Paragraphs 

The lesson included will model the first paragraph of the essay (comparing Fantasy 

Books to Gregor the Overlander) Students will then write the next two paragraphs 

independently. 

This lesson also includes an organizer for using transitional words. 

Lesson #5 – Writing the Conclusion  

A graphic organizer is included going over the parts of a concluding paragraph. 

Lesson #6 – Editing and Proofreading 

This lesson contains four tools/checklists that students can use to check their final 

essay. 
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Lesson #1 –Two Ways to Compare Topics 

On the next pages, you will find pockets. Color and black line versions are included. 

This pocket may be used to store the two compare and contrast graphic organizers in 

an interactive notebook.  

Instructions for Making the Pocket 

 Print one storage pocket for each student on colored paper. 1)

 Have students cut out the pocket on the bold lines. 2)

 To make the pocket, fold the left and right sides toward the back of the pocket 3)

on the dotted lines.

 Next fold the bottom flap up toward the back. 4)

 Glue the flaps in place.  5)

 Glue the pocket to the inside of an interactive notebook. 6)

Leveling 

Advanced Writers ~ If this is not the first time your students have written essays, 

you may be able to skip this lesson and use the “Compare and Contrast Charts” for 

writing details in the essay.  

Beginning Writers ~ If your students are new to essay writing, you may wish to 

introduce only one method (Similarities and Differences or Point by Point). 

Graphic Organizers 

Two different graphic organizers are provided: 

 Similarities and Differences Method 

 Point by Point Method 

Instructions for Making the Organizers 

IMPORTANT NOTE: Decide which method students will be using before making copies. 

If the organizer is going to be used as a reference page only, the second page for 

Paragraphs 2 and 3 will not be needed. 

1) Print the organizers on white paper.  

2) Have students cut around the four sides of the organizer. 

3) Fill in the information. 

4) Fold the organizer in half on the dotted line. 

5) Have students use the information on the “Compare and Contrast Chart” to 

complete the graphic organizers. 

6) Store in the storage pocket provided. 

 Differentiating Instruction 

Full page copies of the two organizers are provided for students who need additional 

space for writing. 
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Lesson #2 – Writing a Thesis Statement 

Depending on the level of your students, you may wish to teach students how 

to write a thesis statement.  I wrote a blog post titled “Writing a Thesis 

Statement” which contains materials for teaching this skill. I am adding a copy 

of the three organizers from the blog post to this packet for your convenience. 

A link to the PowerPoint is also included below. 

These organizers contain the same information that is used in the PowerPoint 

“Thesis Statements.” Having students complete the graphic organizers while 

viewing the PowerPoint is a great way to make sure students have a copy of 

the rules for writing thesis statements. 

 

 

  

This PowerPoint contains 33 

slides and goes along with 

the three organizers.  

http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=336
http://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?p=336
http://bookunitsteacher.com/powerpoint/Thesis Statement.ppt
http://bookunitsteacher.com/powerpoint/Thesis%20Statement.ppt
http://www.bookunitsteacher.com/blog/august2014/OrganizerThesisStatement.pdf
http://www.bookunitsteacher.com/blog/august2014/OrganizerThesisStatement.pdf
http://www.bookunitsteacher.com/blog/august2014/OrganizerThesisStatement.pdf
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Lesson #3 – Writing an Introductory Paragraph 

Hook Organizer 

Only one version of this organizer is provided.  

Instructions for Making the Organizer 

1) Print the organizer on colored paper. 

2) Have students trim around the sides of the 

organizer on the lines. 

3) Fold the right and left sides toward the center 

on the dotted lines. 

4) Cut on the solid lines up to the dotted fold 

lines to form eight flaps.  

5) Have students write sample hooks for each 

hook type. 

6) Label the flaps. 

 

 

 

Completing the Hook Organizer  

In Lesson #1, students completed the organizer that will serve as outlines for their 

essays. Because the essay is planned out, students should be able to write 
interesting hooks based on the content the essay will contain. 

On this organizer, students must write six hooks for that essay using six different 
“Hook Types.” This can be a challenging activity for some students, so you may 

have students work in small groups to brainstorm ideas for each. 

I have included a sample answer key which may be used for classroom discussion.  

I recommend that each student select the best hook from the organizer to use as 

the first sentence of his/her essay. 

  

Definition 
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Lesson #3 Continued 

Parts of an Introductory Paragraph  

Three versions of this organizer are offered: one with blanks for students to write 

their own definitions and example sentences; one with the sentences provided but 
with blank spaces for students to write in key words plus examples sentences; and 

one with the answers provided. The third copy of the organizer may be used as an 
answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students who were absent during 
instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the sentences already 

completed.  

Instructions for Making the Organizer 
 

 Print the organizer on colored paper.  

 Have students trim around the four 

edges on the lines indicated.  

 Fold the page vertically on the 

dotted lines so that the title “Parts of 
an Introductory Paragraph” will show. 

 Cut on the lines indicated on the 
inside of the organizer, up to the 

fold so that the organizer opens with 
three flaps. 

 Complete the requested information 
inside the organizer and label the 

outside flaps. 
 

 

 

 

 

NOTE:  Once students have completed this organizer, their introductory 

paragraphs will be finished. 

A sample introductory paragraph is provided. Display it on a SmartBoard or 

similar device for discussion.  
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Lesson #4 – Writing Body Paragraphs 
 

Activity

 

Option #1 
If your students need more direction, you may wish to model 

writing the body paragraphs as students watch. Display the 
introductory paragraph completed in Lesson #3 and one 

graphic organizer from Lesson #1.  
 

Call on students to combine details and develop sample 
sentences. Write or type these, so students can see the 

paragraphs as they are developed. 
 

Option #2 
Divide the class into small collaborative learning groups. 
Provide each group with the introductory paragraph completed 

in Lesson #3 and graphic organizer from Lesson #1. When 
using small groups, some groups could use the “Similarities and 

Differences Method” and other groups the “Point by Point 
Method” organizer.  

 
When the body is completed, the two methods can be 

compared. 

 

Activity 

  
 
 

Complete the “Transition Words” organizer. 

 
Two versions of this organizer are offered: one with blanks 

for students to write transition words and sample 
sentences. The second is completed and may be used as 

an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students 
who were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the 

students to have the sentences already completed.  

 
Instructions for Making the Organizer 

 Print the organizer on colored paper.  
 Have students trim around the four edges on the lines 

indicated.  
 Fold the page vertically on the dotted lines so that the 

title “Transition Words” will show. 
 Cut on the lines indicated on the inside of the 

organizer, up to the fold so that the organizer opens 
with two flaps. 

 Complete the requested information inside the 
organizer and label the outside flaps. 

Contrast 

Compare 
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Activity 

 

 
Discuss/model how the body paragraphs can be improved by 

adding transition words. 
 

 
Have students compare the before and after versions to see 

how the paragraphs are easier to read and flow from one idea 
to the next after transition words are added. 

 

 

 



Page | 37  Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

Lesson #5 – Writing the Conclusion 

Conclusion Organizer 

Three versions of the organizer are offered:  

Version #1 - one with blanks for students to write details 

Version #2 - one with key words missing from the details 

Version #3 - one with the answers provided ~ The third copy of the organizer may 
be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students who were 

absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the organizer 
already completed. 

Instructions for Making the Organizer 

1) Print the organizer on colored paper. 

2) Have students trim around the sides of the organizer on the lines. 

3) Fold on the dotted lines. 

4) Cut on the solid lines up to the dotted fold lines to form four flaps.  

5) Have students fill in missing information. 

6) Label the flaps. 
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Lesson #6 – Editing and Proofreading Your Essay 

 

On the next page, you will find several editing and proofreading checklists. 

Select the one that best fits your students. It may be printed for each 

student to use as a reference whenever proofreading. In addition to the 

grammatical mistakes listed on the checklist, have students look for the 

following mistakes: 

 

 Sticking to the topic 

 No I think/ I believe … 

 Indents 

 

This section contains the following: 

1) Proofreading Checklist 

2) Writing Rubric 
3) Essay Rubric (better for more advanced students) 
4) Editing and Proofreading Checklist
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Context Clues Common Core Alignment 
5th Grade 6th Grade 7th Grade 8th Grade 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.4.a 

Use context 
(e.g., 
cause/effect 

relationships 
and 

comparisons in 
text) as a clue 
to the meaning 

of a word or 
phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.6.4.a 

Use context (e.g., 
the overall 
meaning of a 

sentence or 
paragraph; a 

word's position or 
function in a 
sentence) as a 

clue to the 
meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.7.4.a 

Use context (e.g., 
the overall 
meaning of a 

sentence or 
paragraph; a 

word's position or 
function in a 
sentence) as a 

clue to the 
meaning of a word 

or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.8.4.a 

Use context (e.g., 
the overall 
meaning of a 

sentence or 
paragraph; a 

word's position or 
function in a 
sentence) as a clue 

to the meaning of a 
word or phrase. 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.5.5.c 

Use the 
relationship 
between 

particular 
words (e.g., 

synonyms, 
antonyms, 
homographs) 

to better 
understand 

each of the 
words. 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.6.4.d 

Verify the 
preliminary 
determination of 

the meaning of a 
word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking 
the inferred 
meaning in 

context or in a 
dictionary). 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.7.4.d 

Verify the 
preliminary 
determination of 

the meaning of a 
word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking 
the inferred 
meaning in 

context or in a 
dictionary). 

CCSS.ELA-
Literacy.L.8.4.d 

Verify the 
preliminary 
determination of 

the meaning of a 
word or phrase 

(e.g., by checking 
the inferred 
meaning in context 

or in a dictionary). 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/5/5/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/6/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/7/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/8/4/d/
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Context Clues Organizers 

Three organizers are offered. The first contains 4 context clue 

types, the second contains 6 context clue types, and the third 

contains 8 context clues types. 

The organizers come in three versions: 

 The first has lines where students write definitions and sample sentences. 

 The second copy of the organizer includes the definitions with key words 
missing for students to fill in. Students must also write definitions and 

sample sentences. 
 The third copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a 

sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for 
students who were absent. 

Instructions for Making the Organizer 

1. Print the organizer on colored paper. 

2. Have students trim around the four sides of the organizer on the bold lines. 

3.  Fold on the dotted lines and cut on the solid lines to form six flaps.  

4. After discussing the types of context clues, have students write a definition and 

a sample sentence for each type on the lines provided. 
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Context Clues  
Instructions for Making the Cards 

1. Print the question cards onto heavy weight paper or cardstock. 

2. Laminate for repeated use. 
3. Cut the cards apart. 

Answer Key 

1. b) ancient 

2. a) sagged 

3. a) joyful 

4. d) anxious 

5. c) falling 

6. a) measure 

7. d) praise 

8. b) friends 

9. a) occupied 

10. a) flattering 

11. b) effort 

12. b) structure 

13. c) frightened 

14. c) happen 

15. b) stuttered 

16. c) lit up 

17. c) worried 

18. c) the same 

19. d) extinction 

20. a) attackers 

21. b) unclear 

22. a) tiredness 

23. a) rebellious 

24. c) protection 

25. c) joyfully 

26. a) mocking 

27. c) anger 

28. d) mistakenly 

29. d) consider 

30. b) list 

31. a) pointless 

32. b) began 



Page | 42  Unit Created by Gay Miller 

 

If you like this unit, you might also like some on the following book units found at Teachers Pay Teachers: 

      

      

      

      

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/From-the-Mixed-Up-Files-of-Mrs-Basil-E-Frankweiler-2543054
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mrs-Frisby-and-the-Rats-of-NIMH-2472938
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Miraculous-Journey-of-Edward-Tulane-2527666
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Phantom-Tollbooth-2509749
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sadako-and-the-Thousand-Paper-Cranes-2496982
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/City-of-Ember-270439
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Woods-Runner-2484330
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hundred-Dresses-2536489
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Esperanza-Rising-2459588
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Out-of-My-Mind-2434030
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/BFG-2215383
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Stone-Fox-269537
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/James-and-the-Giant-Peach-2255456
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lightning-Thief-2282097
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Call-It-Courage-2128406
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Freak-the-Mighty-2094043
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/One-and-Only-Ivan-1831734
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Sarah-Plain-and-Tall-272722
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Chocolate-1812481
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tale-of-Despereaux-1792407
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mouse-and-the-Motorcycle-1757959
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Mr-Poppers-Penguins-1755188
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Winn-Dixie-1742185
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cricket-in-Times-Square-270053
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Frindle-1699210
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Charlottes-Web-1685123
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Fantastic-Mr-Fox-1685648
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Island-of-the-Blue-Dolphins-1608660
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Tuck-Everlasting-1602996
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Best-Christmas-Pageant-Ever-269647
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bud-Not-Buddy-1564394
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Maniac-Magee-1543152
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Wonder-1487252
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/ECHO-by-Pam-Munoz-Ryan-Book-Unit-2804618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Lion-the-Witch-and-the-Wardrobe-1426743
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/How-to-Eat-Fried-Worms-269415
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Bridge-to-Terabithia-1413980
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hatchet-274317
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Hoot-505686
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Dark-is-Rising-387933
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Cay-278023
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Castle-in-the-Attic-270691
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Holes-275180
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Giver-274107
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Shiloh-273959
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Where-the-Red-Fern-Grows-273462
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Whipping-Boy-272799
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Number-the-Stars-269785
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Whipping-Boy-272799
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https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/People-of-Sparks-271989
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Sign-of-the-Beaver-Elizabeth-George-Speare-Book-Unit-2420920
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Charlie-and-the-Chocolate-Factory-269319
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/ECHO-by-Pam-Munoz-Ryan-Book-Unit-2804618
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Watsons-Go-to-Birmingham-1963-Book-Unit-2779410
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Paintbrushes-Arrows-Book-Unit-2779565
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Matilda-Roald-Dahl-Book-Unit-2805637
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Witches-by-Roald-Dahl-Book-Unit-2778160
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Crash-Jerry-Spinelli-Book-Unit-2848050
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Out-of-the-Dust-Karen-Hesse-Book-Unit-2856737
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Ella-Enchanted-271146
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Al-Capone-Does-My-Shirts-2938460
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/My-Fathers-Dragon-Ruth-Stiles-Gannett-Book-Unit-2916202
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Indian-in-the-Cupboard-Book-Unit-2880864
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Walk-Two-Moons-Sharon-Creech-Book-Unit-2967935
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/A-Long-Walk-to-Water-Linda-Sue-Park-Book-Unit-3058118
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Tiger-Rising-Kate-DiCamillo-Book-Unit-2949393
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/The-Westing-Game-Ellen-Raskin-Book-Unit-2870068
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Among-the-Hidden-Margaret-Peterson-Haddix-Book-Unit-3048598
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Because-of-Mr-Terupt-Rob-Buyea-Book-Unit-3039550
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Brians-Winter-Gary-Paulsen-Book-Unit-2979341
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Scar-Island-Dan-Gemeinhart-Book-Unit-3085181
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Pax-Sara-Pennypacker-Book-Unit-3070549
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