
Different Ways to Start Sentences 
Students should begin sentences using different methods. Teaching students to use a variety of 

sentence structures can greatly improve their writing.  

Hook Activity 

Begin by having students write a short passage. This can be on any topic including narratives or 

nonfiction. Next, have students use highlighters to underline the first word in each sentence. 

Students will be surprised that their sentences often begin with the same words repeated over and 

over.  Save this writing to revise after all the activities have been taught. 

 

Optional – General Rules 

On the next page are 5 general rules for students.  These are good rule-of-thumb guidelines. If your 

students keep a reference notebook, this printable is a good one to add. Students can use it as a 

checklist to revise completed passages or essays. 
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• Use different sentence starters to add variety and interest to your writing. This will 

make your writing more engaging for the reader. 

• Match the sentence starter to the context: The way a sentence begins should 

match the context or purpose of the writing. For example, a question starter may 

be more appropriate for a persuasive piece than a statement starter. 

• Use different sentence structures including simple, compound, and complex 

sentences. This will help you convey more complex ideas and create a flow in your 

writing. 

• Avoid repetitive sentence starters: Avoid starting too many sentences with the 

same word or phrase. This can make the writing sound monotonous and 

uninteresting. 

• Review and revise your writing, paying attention to the way you start your 

sentences. Identify any patterns or repetition and make necessary changes. 
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Activity #1  
Guided Practice 

Go over some ways to begin sentences other than the typical subject-verb structure.  

• Teacher References Pages - On the next pages, you will find different ways to begin 

sentences with definitions and examples. Use this page to guide a class discussion. 

Depending on the skill level of you students you may wish to shorten the list to include just 

the more challenging methods or eliminate some of more advanced sentence structures 

for younger students. 

• Student Printables – Following the reference page are printables for students to complete 

during your classroom discussion. Have students revise the sentence “David ran to catch 

the bus.” using different sentence starters as you review the different methods 

The following materials are provided for this activity:  

• Printable #1 - This practice starts with the basic sentence. – “David ran to catch the 

bus.” Students use the eight different ways to start sentences to change up the 

sentence. 

• Printable #2 – This practice uses the same basic sentence. – “David ran to catch the 

bus.” – to practice eight additional methods for starting sentences. This more 

advanced page requires students to understand several different sentence 

structures. 

• Printable #3 – A third page is provided containing the sentence “David ran to catch 

the bus.” without the suggestions.  

• Printables #4-5 – This is a sample answer key for Printables #1-2. Notice that the basic 

sentence changed in some of the examples to make the sentences flow. 

• Printable #6-8 – This practice omits the example sentence. You can add any basic 

sentence in the middle of this printable for additional practice. 

 

© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher 



Page 1 –  

Discussion Definitions and Examples for “David ran to catch the bus.” 

Begin with a verb ending with -ing. & Begin with a verb ending with –ed. 
Participle Phrase: a group of words that includes a participle (a verb form that can be used as an 

adjective) and any related words, such as objects or modifiers - Participle phrases can be used to 

describe a noun or pronoun in a sentence. 

Listening to music, David ran to catch the bus. 

Texting on his phone, David ran to catch the bus. 

Panting heavily, David ran to catch the bus. 

Delayed by the heavy traffic, David ran to catch the bus. 

Chased by a stray dog, David ran to catch the bus. 

Excited to see his old friend, David ran to catch the bus, 

Begin with a prepositional phrase. & Begin with a phrase that tells where. & Begin with 
a phrase that tells when. 
Prepositional phrase: a group of words that begins with a preposition and ends with a noun or 

pronoun - The preposition indicates the relationship between the noun or pronoun and other 

words in the sentence. 

How - In a hurry, David ran to catch the bus. 

When - At the last minute, David ran to catch the bus. 

Where - From the coffee shop, David ran to catch the bus. 

Begin with an adjective. 
Adjective: a word that describes or modifies a noun or a pronoun 

Determined, David ran to catch the bus. 

Eager to leave, David ran to catch the bus. 

Begin with an adverb. 
Adverb: modifies or describes a verb, an adjective, or another adverb - Adverbs typically answer 

questions like "how," "when," "where," or "to what extent." 

Swiftly, David ran to catch the bus. 

Quickly, David ran to catch the bus.  

Begin with a sound word.. 
Onomatopoeia: words that imitate or mimic the sounds they describe 

Whoosh, David dashed to catch the bus before it left. 

Pound, pound, pound, David ran to catch the bus. 
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Discussion Definitions and Examples for “David ran to catch the bus.” 

Begin with an interjection. 
Interjection: a word or phrase used to express strong emotion or surprise, often standing alone as a 

sentence 

Oh no! David ran to catch the bus. 

Oops! David ran to catch the bus. 

 
Begin with a clause. 
Subordinating clause: a group of words that contains both a subject and a verb, but it cannot 

stand alone as a complete sentence 

Because he was running late, David ran to catch the bus. 

As soon as he heard the bus approaching, David ran to catch it. 

Although he was tired, David ran to catch the bus. 

 

Begin with a transition word or phrase. 
Transition word:  a word or phrase that helps to connect ideas or sentences together, creating a 

logical flow of thought within a paragraph or text 

To begin with, David hastily ran to catch the bus. 

Firstly, David ran to catch the bus in a hurry. 

Initially, David sprinted to catch the bus that was about to depart. 

 
Begin with Yes or No. 
 
Begin with a coordinating conjunction. 
Coordinating conjunction: a type of conjunction that connects words, phrases, or clauses of 

equal syntactic importance [Note: These compound sentences have coordinating conjunctions 

but all begin with the word David. 

David ran to catch the bus, but he missed it. 

David ran to catch the bus, and he arrived just in time. 

David ran to catch the bus, so he didn't have to wait long at the bus stop. 
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Discussion Definitions and Examples for “David ran to catch the bus.” 

 

Make a question. Begin with who, what, when, where, how, why. 
Question: a sentence or utterance used to ask for information, clarification, or confirmation about 

a particular topic 

Who ran to catch the bus? 

What did David do to catch the bus? 

When did David run to catch the bus? 

Where did David run to catch the bus? 

How did David catch the bus? 

Why did David need to catch the bus? 

Begin with an infinitive phrase. 
Infinitive phrase: a group of words that begins with an infinitive (the base form of a verb, usually 

preceded by "to") and ends with a noun, pronoun, or other word - Infinitive phrases can act as 

nouns, adjectives, or adverbs in a sentence. 

To avoid being late, David ran to catch the bus. 

To save some money on the fare, David ran to catch the bus. 

To make up for the lost time due to the morning traffic, David ran to catch the bus. 

To avoid missing his appointment, David ran to catch the bus. 

To get some exercise, David ran to catch the bus. 

To avoid the crowded subway, David ran to catch the bus. 

To enjoy the fresh air, David ran to catch the bus. 

To make up for the lost time due to the morning traffic, David ran to catch the bus. 

 
 

© Gay Miller @ Book Units Teacher 



Page 3 –  

Discussion Definitions and Examples for “David ran to catch the bus.” 

 

This page is blank for you to add the types of sentence beginnings you wish for students to 

practice. You may add a mix from the two previous pages or add some new sentence starter 

types. Here are a few suggestions that haven’t been addressed in the previous pages. 

 

Suggestions 

Interjection: a word or phrase used to express strong emotion or surprise, often standing alone as a 

sentence 

Oh no! David ran to catch the bus. 

Oops! David ran to catch the bus. 

 

Appositive: a noun or noun phrase that renames or explains another noun or pronoun in the 

sentence - Appositives are usually set off by commas and can be used to add more information or 

clarity to a sentence. 

David, a fitness enthusiast, ran to catch the bus. 

David, an avid runner, ran to catch the bus. 

 

Gerund: a type of verb that functions as a noun and ends in "-ing" 

Running to catch the bus helped David arrive on time. 

Catching the bus required David to sprint to the stop. 
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Gagging for 
breath, David ran 
to catch the bus. 

With his backpack 
flopping on his 
back, David ran to 
catch the bus. Frightened he 

would be late for 
school, David ran 
to catch the bus. 

Down Main Street, 
David ran to catch the 
bus. 

Swoosh, David 
ran to catch the 
bus. 

At 7:00 AM, David ran 
to catch the bus. 

Anxious about 
being late for 
school, David 
ran to catch the 
bus. 

Hurriedly, David 
ran to catch the 
bus. 
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Stop! Stop! David 
ran to catch the 
bus. 
 
 

To keep from being 
late for school, David 
ran to catch the bus. 

David left his 
house late for 
school. Then, 
David ran to catch 
the bus. 

David left his 
house late for 
school. So, David 
had to run to 
catch the bus. 
 

While David stopped to 
tie his shoe, he saw the 
bus driving away from 
the stop. David had to 
run to catch the bus. 

Why did David have to 
run to catch the bus?  

Yes, David had to 
run to catch the bus 
again. 

The boy who was 
late for everything, 
David had to run to 
catch the bus. 

Begin with an 
infinitive phrase. 

David ran to 
catch the bus. 

Turn the sentence into a 
question. Begin with who, 

what, when, where, how, why. 
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Activity #2  
Independent Practice 
(Identifying Different 
Sentence Beginnings) 

These independent practice exercises match the guided practice exercises provided earlier.  

 

The first page contains the same sentence beginnings (adverb, adjective, prepositional 

phrase, onomatopoeia, and participle phrase) as the guided practice.  

 

Likewise the second practice page contains the same sentence beginnings (subordinating 

clause, interjection, transitional phrase, and infinitive phrase) as the second guided practice 

page.  
• Coordinating conjunctions and appositives were purposely left off since these define 

the sentence structure and not the sentence beginnings.) 
• Yes or Not and questions were also left off the practice since these are lower level 

skills that your students most likely know. 
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Identifying Sentence Beginning Types 
 

Write the type of beginning that is used for each sentence. 

 

Type of Sentence 

Beginning 

Sentence 

Angry, she slammed the door shut. 

With a smile, she greeted her guests. 

Fortunately, we arrived on time. 

In the morning, I like to go for a run. 

Walking down the street, I saw a familiar face. 

Surely, you must be joking! 

Exhausted from the long day, she went to bed early. 

Beautiful, the sunset painted the sky in shades of pink and orange. 

Sizzle! The bacon cooked in the pan, filling the kitchen with its savory 

aroma. 

Clearly, something needs to be done.. 

By the river, we had a picnic. 

Against all odds, he managed to succeed. 

Written in 1945, the book became a classic. 

Bang! The door slammed shut, making everyone in the room jump. 

Surrounded by beautiful scenery, the house was a peaceful retreat. 

Brave, he faced the danger head-on. 

Broken and damaged, the car was beyond repair. 

Buzz! The bees hummed as they flitted from flower to flower in the 

garden. 

adverb adjective 
prepositional 

phrase 
onomatopoeia 

participle 

phrase 
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Identifying Sentence Beginning Types Answer Key 
 

Write the type of beginning that is used for each sentence. 

 

Type of Sentence 

Beginning 

Sentence 

adjective Angry, she slammed the door shut. 

prepositional phrase With a smile, she greeted her guests. 

adverb Fortunately, we arrived on time. 

prepositional phrase In the morning, I like to go for a run. 

participle phrase Walking down the street, I saw a familiar face. 

adverb Surely, you must be joking! 

participle phrase Exhausted from the long day, she went to bed early. 

adjective Beautiful, the sunset painted the sky in shades of pink and orange. 

onomatopoeia 
Sizzle! The bacon cooked in the pan, filling the kitchen with its savory 

aroma. 

adverb Clearly, something needs to be done.. 

prepositional phrase By the river, we had a picnic. 

prepositional phrase Against all odds, he managed to succeed. 

participle phrase Written in 1945, the book became a classic. 

onomatopoeia Bang! The door slammed shut, making everyone in the room jump. 

participle phrase Surrounded by beautiful scenery, the house was a peaceful retreat. 

adjective Brave, he faced the danger head-on. 

participle phrase Broken and damaged, the car was beyond repair. 

onomatopoeia 
Buzz! The bees hummed as they flitted from flower to flower in the 

garden. 

adverb adjective 
prepositional 

phrase 
onomatopoeia 

participle 

phrase 
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Practice 2 - Identifying Sentence Beginning Types 
Write the type of beginning that is used for each sentence. 

 

Type of Sentence 

Beginning 

Sentence 

Although it was raining, we still went outside. 

To start a business, you need a good idea. 

Therefore, we should take action now. 

Phew! I'm glad that's over. 

Yikes! That was a close call. 

To improve his skills, he practiced every day. 

Consequently, we have to rethink our strategy. 

Nonetheless, we can still find a way to solve the problem. 

To finish the project, we need more resources. 

Since you're here, would you like to join us for dinner? 

Wow! What a beautiful dress! 

While I was studying, my roommate was watching TV. 

In addition, we need to consider the cost. 

To finish the project, we need more resources. 

Because he was sick, he stayed home from work 

To improve his skills, he practiced every day. 

On the other hand, there are also some disadvantages. 

Oops! I dropped my phone. 

subordinating clause interjection 

transitional phrase infinitive phrase 
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Practice 2 - Identifying Sentence Beginning Types Answer Key 
 

Write the type of beginning that is used for each sentence. 

 

Type of Sentence 

Beginning 

Sentence 

subordinating clause Although it was raining, we still went outside. 

infinitive phrase To start a business, you need a good idea. 

transitional phrase Therefore, we should take action now. 

interjection Phew! I'm glad that's over. 

interjection Yikes! That was a close call. 

infinitive phrase To improve his skills, he practiced every day. 

transitional phrase Consequently, we have to rethink our strategy. 

transitional phrase Nonetheless, we can still find a way to solve the problem. 

infinitive phrase To finish the project, we need more resources. 

subordinating clause Since you're here, would you like to join us for dinner? 

interjection Wow! What a beautiful dress! 

subordinating clause While I was studying, my roommate was watching TV. 

transitional phrase In addition, we need to consider the cost. 

infinitive phrase To finish the project, we need more resources. 

subordinating clause Because he was sick, he stayed home from work 

infinitive phrase To improve his skills, he practiced every day. 

transitional phrase On the other hand, there are also some disadvantages. 

interjection Oops! I dropped my phone. 

subordinating clause interjection 

transitional phrase infinitive phrase 
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Activity #4 
Practice 

Students add beginnings to the sentences provided. 
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Writing Sentences with Different Beginning Types 
 

Add the type of sentence beginning listed to each sentence. 

Type New Sentence Beginning Sentence 

subordinating 

clause 
the sunset. 

adjective the football team celebrated. 

prepositional 

phrase 
she slumped into her chair. 

participle 

phrase 

the car left behind a trail of 

dust. 

preposition 
the restaurant pleases 

everyone. 

infinitive you must quietly wait. 

adverb 

She tiptoed through the 

house, so she wouldn’t waken 

the little ones. 

interjection The house is on fire. 

onomatopoeia the clock chimed twelve. 
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Writing Sentences with Different Beginning Types – Sample Answer Key 
 

Add the type of sentence beginning listed to each sentence. 

Type New Sentence Beginning Sentence 

subordinating 

clause 
As the mountains loomed,  the sunset. 

adjective Victorious the football team celebrated. 

prepositional 

phrase 
Exhausted from a long day at work,  she slumped into her chair. 

participle 

phrase 
Racing down the highway,  

the car left behind a trail of 

dust. 

preposition With its delicious dishes,  
the restaurant pleases 

everyone. 

infinitive To see the fox come out of its den, you must quietly wait. 

adverb Quietly, 

She tiptoed through the 

house, so she wouldn’t waken 

the little ones. 

interjection Help! The house is on fire. 

onomatopoeia Bong, the clock chimed twelve. 
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Activity #5  
Practice 

(Ticket out the Door) 
Have students rewrite their passages from the “Hook Activity” making sure that every sentence 

begins with a different word. Turn the activity into a challenge by seeing how many different 

methods students can use to begin sentences in their passage. Remind students that their 

passages must make sense and flow while using different structures. 
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