
Academic vocabulary consists of words that are not commonly used or frequently encountered in everyday conversation. 
These words include specialized content vocabulary for specific subjects such as reading/language art, science, social 
studies, or math. Academic vocabulary also includes terms found on standardized tests  When students understand 
testing vocabulary, test scores go up. By teaching test vocabulary and how the words look in different forms on a test, 
students feel better prepared and more confident on test day. 

 In this packet you will find the following: 

• a set of 25 cards with essay question vocabulary 
• a second set of 25 cards with the meanings of the essay question vocabulary 
• a storage pocket for the essay question vocabulary and a separate pocket for the meanings 
• an answer key showing how to match the essay question vocabulary with the correct meanings 
PLUS 
• a blank card 
• a link to the editable versions of the cards 
• a page of links to great academic vocabulary lists 
• additional storage pockets for each subject area 



Instructions for Google Users 
Getting Started 
Get a free Google account. 
 
Opening and Saving 
Use this link to download your editable templates. Google Slides Link 
 
When you click on the link, you will be prompted to “Make a Copy.” Click on this button. It is very important to first save 
a copy of the file on your own Google Drive. You can then edit the copy.  
 
 
Ways to Use the Materials 
1. The cards may be printed on cardstock, laminated for repeated use, cut apart, and placed in a learning center or used 

for morning work. Students simply match each vocabulary word with its meaning. 
2. If you have students who need a lot of practice, storage pockets for interactive notebooks are provided. Print a set of 

cards for each student. Have students cut the cards apart. After students practice matching the vocabulary words to 
the meanings, the cards can be stored in the pockets for easy access for additional use. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1vc5uqNZKAF28AMXjqIPYJ9KF2uEV0Iqe-ObSIXBXvdw/copy




After printing this page on colored paper, have the students cut out the pocket on the bold lines.  Next 

fold the left and right sides toward the back of the pocket on the dotted lines. Then fold the bottom flap 

up toward the back. Glue the flaps in place. Finally glue the pocket onto your interactive notebook. 
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cite to write or say the words of a book, 
author, etc. 

enumerate to write things one after another in a 
list : sometimes in paragraph form 

identify 
to write who someone is or what 
something is : state characteristics to 
separate this individual from the 
group 

describe 
to tell someone the appearance, 
sound, smell, events, etc., of 
(something or someone) : to say 
what something or someone is like 

illustrate 
a drawing, chart, or graphic that 
explains or shows the parts of 
something adding a brief explanation 
or description 

© Gay Miller Essay Question Vocabulary 



discuss 
to give information, ideas, opinions, 
etc., about (something) in writing : 
state the pros and cons 

analyze 
to study something closely and 
carefully : give conclusions with 
results 

differentiate 
to see or state the difference or 
differences between two or more 
things 

compare 
to look at (two or more things) 
closely in order to see what is similar 
or different about them 

distinguish to notice or recognize a difference 
between people or things 

© Gay Miller Essay Question Vocabulary 



contrast 
to compare (two people, things, 
qualities, events , or problems) to 
show how they are different 

demonstrate 
to prove (something) by showing 
examples of it : to show evidence of 
(something) 

prove 
to show the existence, truth, or 
correctness of (something) by using 
evidence, logic, etc. 

justify 
to provide a good reason for decisions 
or conclusions : to prove or show 
something to be just, right, or 
reasonable 

evaluate 
to judge the value or condition of 
someone or something in a careful 
and thoughtful way by providing 
advantages and limitations 

© Gay Miller Essay Question Vocabulary 



support 
to show that you approve of someone 
or something by stating reasons and 
giving evidence 

interpret to explain the meaning of something 
by providing examples and comments 

summarize 
to tell information again using fewer 
words like the summary of a chapter 
by omitting details 

explain 
to make something clear or easy to 
understand by stating facts and 
details : give reasons for differences 
of opinion or of results and try to 
analyze causes 

criticize 
to look at and make judgments about 
something, such as a piece of writing 
or a work of art by stating limitation 
and good points. 

© Gay Miller Essay Question Vocabulary 



list 
to write information about someone 
or something in an itemizes series of 
concise statements 

outline 
to list or describe only the most 
important parts of an essay, speech, 
plan, etc. : to organize information 
into main points and subordinate 
points 

relate 
to show or make a connection 
between two or more things including 
how one causes another or is like 
another  

review 
to write a report that gives an opinion 
about the quality of a book, 
performance, product, etc. 

trace 
to follow the progress, development, 
or historical event back to its cause, 
beginning, or origin  

© Gay Miller Essay Question Vocabulary 



Word Definition 

cite to write or say the words of a book, author, etc. 

enumerate to write things one after another in a list : sometimes in paragraph form 

identify to write who someone is or what something is : state characteristics to separate this individual from the group 

describe 
to tell someone the appearance, sound, smell, events, etc., of (something or someone) : to say what something or 
someone is like 

illustrate a drawing, chart, or graphic that explains or shows the parts of something adding a brief explanation or description 

discuss to give information, ideas, opinions, etc., about (something) in writing : state the pros and cons 

analyze to study something closely and carefully : give conclusions with results 

differentiate to see or state the difference or differences between two or more things 

compare to look at (two or more things) closely in order to see what is similar or different about them 

distinguish to notice or recognize a difference between people or things 

contrast to compare (two people, things, qualities, events , or problems) to show how they are different 

demonstrate to prove (something) by showing examples of it : to show evidence of (something) 

prove to show the existence, truth, or correctness of (something) by using evidence, logic, etc. 

justify to provide a good reason for decisions or conclusions : to prove or show something to be just, right, or reasonable 

evaluate 
to judge the value or condition of someone or something in a careful and thoughtful way by providing advantages 
and limitations 

support to show that you approve of someone or something by stating reasons and giving evidence 

interpret to explain the meaning of something by providing examples and comments 

summarize to tell information again using fewer words like the summary of a chapter by omitting details 

explain 
to make something clear or easy to understand by stating facts and details : give reasons for differences of opinion 
or of results and try to analyze causes 

criticize 
to look at and make judgments about something, such as a piece of writing or a work of art by stating limitation 
and good points. 

list to write information about someone or something in an itemizes series of concise statements 

outline 
to list or describe only the most important parts of an essay, speech, plan, etc. : to organize information into main 
points and subordinate points 

relate to show or make a connection between two or more things including how one causes another or is like another  

review to write a report that gives an opinion about the quality of a book, performance, product, etc. 

trace to follow the progress, development, or historical event back to its cause, beginning, or origin  © Gay Miller 
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Vocabulary Lists on the Web 
 

Teaching the Critical VOCABULARY of the Common Core 

Source List for Terms 

High-Frequency Words Within The Common Core State Standards 

The Top Terms Students Need to Know to Be Successful on Standardized Tests from Scholastic  

Academic Vocabulary 

Building Academic Vocabulary by the Oklahoma State Depart of Education 

Marzano Vocabulary lists by Grade level for LA, Sci, SS, and Math 

General Service List of English Words (2000 most useful word families of English) 

BUSD Grade Leve Academic Vocabulary 

Introducing STUDENTS to the General Academic Vocabulary of the Common Core State Standards 
(20 academic vocabulary words related to opinion writing) 

 
 

http://www.philadelphiamontessori.org/ourpages/auto/2015/11/10/43216524/Teaching_the_Critical_VOCABULARY_of_the_Common_Core _1_-1.pdf
http://soltreemrls3.s3-website-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/marzanoresearch.com/media/documents/List-of-Tier-2-and-Tier-3-Terms-for-ELA-and-Math.pdf
https://www.grps.org/images/departments/academics/pdfs/ela/Common_Core_Smarter_Balanced_Word_List.pdf
https://www.grps.org/images/departments/academics/pdfs/ela/Common_Core_Smarter_Balanced_Word_List.pdf
https://www.grps.org/images/departments/academics/pdfs/ela/Common_Core_Smarter_Balanced_Word_List.pdf
https://www.scholastic.com/teachers/articles/teaching-content/top-10-terms-students-need-know-be-successful-standardized-tests/
https://www.webstermiddle.org/ourpages/library_student_resources/Academic Vocabulary.doc
https://www.webstermiddle.org/ourpages/library_student_resources/Academic Vocabulary.doc
http://www.opsu.edu/www/education/BuildAcademicVoc.pdf
http://www.sealyisd.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2339209
http://www.sealyisd.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2339209
http://www.sealyisd.com/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=2339209
http://www.uefap.com/vocab/select/selfram.htm
http://www.uefap.com/vocab/select/selfram.htm
http://www.berkeleyschools.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/BUSD_Academic_Vocabulary.pdf
http://www.seenmagazine.us/Articles/Article-Detail/ArticleId/2879/Introducing-STUDENTS-to-the-General-Academic-Vocabulary-of-the-Common-Core-State-Standards
http://www.seenmagazine.us/Articles/Article-Detail/ArticleId/2879/Introducing-STUDENTS-to-the-General-Academic-Vocabulary-of-the-Common-Core-State-Standards


After printing this page on colored paper, have the students cut out the pocket on the bold lines.  Next 

fold the left and right sides toward the back of the pocket on the dotted lines. Then fold the bottom flap 

up toward the back. Glue the flaps in place. Finally glue the pocket onto your interactive notebook. 
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After printing this page on colored paper, have the students cut out the pocket on the bold lines.  Next 

fold the left and right sides toward the back of the pocket on the dotted lines. Then fold the bottom flap 

up toward the back. Glue the flaps in place. Finally glue the pocket onto your interactive notebook. 
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After printing this page on colored paper, have the students cut out the pocket on the bold lines.  Next 

fold the left and right sides toward the back of the pocket on the dotted lines. Then fold the bottom flap 

up toward the back. Glue the flaps in place. Finally glue the pocket onto your interactive notebook. 
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After printing this page on colored paper, have the students cut out the pocket on the bold lines.  Next 

fold the left and right sides toward the back of the pocket on the dotted lines. Then fold the bottom flap 

up toward the back. Glue the flaps in place. Finally glue the pocket onto your interactive notebook. 
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Visit my website at  

http://bookunitsteacher.com/ 

  

Visit me on  

http://www.pinterest.com/li

ndagaymiller/ 
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