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Chapters 29-30 [distribute and ornithology] 

Matching - Write a, b, c, or d in each blank to match the 
best word to its definition. 

1. ______ resignation a) dole out 

2. ______ ornithology b) notification 

3. ______ distribute c) restore 

4. ______ renovate d) study of birds 

 

Fill in each blank using a form of one of the vocabulary 
word from the box above. 

5. Susan is going to college to study 

___________________. 

6. I had to put in my ___________________ because my 
family is moving to California. 

7. I am looking forward to taking this old home and doing 
a complete ___________________ to make it look 

modern.  

8. Please ___________________ these flyers to each 
member of the team. 

 

9. Fill in the word web with synonyms for distribute. 

 

 

Chapters 1-2 [tenants and grapple] 

 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

tenants. 

 

occupants administrators proprietors 

land owners innkeepers lodgers 

managers renters boarders 

officers residents leaseholders 

 

Read the definitions of grapple. Write a or b to show which 

definition is used in each sentence. 
 

a) to hold and fight with another person 
b) to try to solve a problem : to deal with a problem 

 

2. ______ The company is grappling with several issues. 

3. ______ The wrestlers grappled during the match. 

3. ______ The policeman and the robber grappled for the 
fallen knife. 

4. ______ The politicians are grappling with inflation. 
 

 

5. Which word does not belong? 
 

contend, grapple, deal, surrender, cope, face, handle 

Page 16 Page 1 

distribute 
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Chapters 29-30 [distribute and ornithology] 

Matching - Write a, b, c, or d in each blank to match the 
best word to its definition. 

1. ___b___ resignation a) dole out 

2. ___d___ ornithology b) notification 

3. ___a___ distribute c) restore 

4. ___c___ renovate d) study of birds 

 

Fill in each blank using a form of one of the vocabulary 
word from the box above. 

5. Susan is going to college to study 

_____ornithology___. 

6. I had to put in my ___resignation___ because my 
family is moving to California. 

7. I am looking forward to taking this old home and doing 
a complete _____renovation____ to make it look 

modern.  

8. Please ____distribute____ these flyers to each member 
of the team. 

 

9. Fill in the word web with synonyms for distribute. 

 

 

Chapters 1-2 [tenants and grapple] 

 
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of 

tenants. 

 

occupants administrators proprietors 

land owners innkeepers lodgers 

managers renters boarders 

officers residents leaseholders 

 

Read the definitions of grapple. Write a or b to show which 
definition is used in each sentence. 
 

a) to hold and fight with another person 
b) to try to solve a problem : to deal with a problem 

 

2. ___b_____ The company is grappling with several 

issues. 

3. ___a_____ The wrestlers grappled during the match. 

4. ___a_____ The policeman and the robber grappled for 

the fallen knife. 
5. ___b_____ The politicians are grappling with inflation. 

 

 

6. Which word does not belong? 
 

contend, grapple, deal, surrender, cope, face, handle 

Page 16 Page 1 

distribute 

allocate 
divide among 
members of a 

group 

dispense hand out 
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The Westing Game ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. Which word best describes the mood of 

Chapters 1-2? 

a. joyful 

b. sentimental 

c. sorrowful 

d. suspenseful 

2. Chapter 1 is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st through Turtle 

b. 3rd  person omniscient narrator 

c. 3rd person limited to Turtle 

d. 3rd person switching from the perspective 
of one character to another 

3. What is the biggest factor Barney Northrup 

uses to get everyone to move into Sunset 

Towers in the apartments he wants them to 

live?  

a. He uses the location of the building as a 
strong motivator. 

b. He applies pressure to get them to buy. 

c. He has learned what each set of characters 

needs and tells them Sunset Tower will 
provide this. 

d. He lets the characters know they will be 
getting many extra services. 

4. Based on the details in Chapter 2, how is 
Chris different from most 15 year old boys? 

 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

5. Underline the idiom in this passage.  

“One fella ran out crazy-like, screaming his 
head off. He never stopped screaming ’til he hit 

the rocks at the bottom of the cliff. 

What does this idiom mean? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

6. Name three things the author does to make 

the reader uneasy about the Westing estate. 

#1 ~ __________________________________ 

______________________________________

#2 ~ __________________________________ 

______________________________________

#3 ~ __________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

7.   Which genre is The Westing Game? 

a. drama 

b. historical fiction 

c. adventure 

d. mystery 
Explain why you selected this answer.  

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

8. Read this line from the end of Chapter 2. 

They faced north, gaping like statues cast in the 
moment of discovery, until Turtle Wexler, her 

kite tail of a braid flying behind her, raced her 
bicycle into the driveway. 

 
Which types of figurative language does this line 
contain? 

____ personification ____ hyperbole 

____  simile ____ alliteration 

____  metaphor ____ repetition 

Explain why you selected this answer. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________ ______________________________________ 

  

Sunset Towers 

3D 

_________

_________ 
 

 

3C 

________
________ 

 

5th Floor 
__________

__________ 
 

 

4C 

_______
_______ 

2C 

________
________ 

 

4D 

_________

_________ 
 

2D 

_________

_________ 
 

 

____________

Office 
_____________

Coffee Shop 

_______
_______

_______
_ 

_______

_______
_______

_ 

_______
_______

_______
_ 

__________

__________
__________

_________ 

__________

__________
__________
_________ 

__________
__________

__________
_________ 

__________
__________

__________
_________ 
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Constructed Response - Setting  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Place Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Time the Story Takes Place 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

_______________________ 

Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting 

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 

actions).  

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how 

characters interact). 

RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
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The Westing Game ~ Chapters 1-2 
1. Which word best describes the mood of 

Chapters 1-2? 

a. joyful 

b. sentimental 

c. sorrowful 

d. suspenseful 

2. Chapter 1 is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st through Turtle 

b. 3rd  person omniscient narrator 

c. 3rd person limited to Turtle 

d. 3rd person switching from the perspective of 
one character to another 

3. What is the biggest factor Barney Northrup 

uses to get everyone to move into Sunset 

Towers in the apartments he wants them to 

live?  

a. He uses the location of the building as a 
strong motivator. 

b. He applies pressure to get them to buy. 

c. He has learned what each set of 

characters needs and tells them Sunset 
Tower will provide this. 

d. He lets the characters know they will be 
getting many extra services. 

4. Based on the details in Chapter 2, how is Chris 
different from most 15 year old boys? 

 

It sounds like he doesn’t leave the apartment. 

Clues 
 He must wait for Theo to bring his dinner.  

 He knows how many windows are in the 
Westing House; he’s counted them many times. 

 He has spasms and must convince himself to 

relax. 

5. Underline the idiom in this passage.  

“One fella ran out crazy-like, screaming his 
head off. He never stopped screaming ’til he 

hit the rocks at the bottom of the cliff. 

What does this idiom mean? 

to shout or scream as loud as someone 
possibly can 

6. Name three things the author does to make the 

reader uneasy about the Westing estate. 

#1 ~ Chapter 2 is titled “Ghosts or Worse.” 

#2 ~ A wire fence is erected between the estate 
and the apartment building with a “No 
Trespassing” sign. 

#3 ~ Smoke is coming from the home after Chris 
sees a limper going in. 

#4 ~ Stories of people who went into the estate 
are told. 

7. Which genre is The Westing Game? 

a. drama 

b. historical fiction 

c. adventure 

d. mystery 

Explain why you selected this answer.  

The book begins with messages being sent to a 

cast of characters. They all move into an 

apartment building. The reader doesn’t know 

why. This sounds like the beginnings of a 

mystery that is going to unfold. To top this off, 

smoke is now coming from the Westing home, 

a spooky place with an unsettling history. 

8. Read this line from the end of Chapter 2. 

They faced north, gaping like statues cast in the 
moment of discovery, until Turtle Wexler, her kite 
tail of a braid flying behind her, raced her bicycle 

into the driveway. 
 

Which types of figurative language does this line 
contain? 

____ personification ____ hyperbole 

____ simile ____ alliteration 

____ metaphor ____ repetition 

Explain why you selected this answer. 

Theo, Doug, Otis, and Sandy are compared to 

statues using like. 

Turtle’s braid is compared to a kite string without 

using like or as. 
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  On the next page is a picture of Sunset Towers. Students can begin adding information 
on the graphic organizer after reading Chapters 1-2 and can add additional information 
as the story is read.  

 
Tasks: 

1. Use the first window of each apartment to name which family lives there. 

5th Floor 

4C 

4D 

3C 

3D 

2C 

2D 

 
2. Use the second window in each row to sort out occupations. Here is the quote 

from Chapter 1 to get you started.  

They were mothers and fathers and children. A dressmaker, a secretary, an 
inventor, a doctor, a judge. And, oh yes, one was a bookie, one was a burglar, 

one was a bomber, and one was a mistake. 
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Sunset Towers 

3D 

Wexlers 

3C 

Sydelle 
Pulaski 

5th Floor 
Shin Hoo’s 

Restaurant 

4C 

Hoo 

2C 

Flora 
Baumbach 

4D 

Josie-Jo 
Ford 

2D 

Theodorakis 

Dr. Wexler’s 

Office 
 

Theodorakis 
Coffee Shop 

a 

secretary 
Jake 
Grace 
Angela 

Turtle 

dress- 

maker 

judge 

James 

Madame 

Doug 

coffee shop 

owners 

In Chapter 10, you learn that 

Ford’s apartment is a one 

bedroom (much smaller than the 

Wexlers one floor below. In 

Chapter 17, you learn that Crow 

lives the maid’s apartment 
between 4C and 4D. 

Maid’s 

Apartment 

George 
Catherine 

Theo 
Chris 

a doctor 

(podiatrist) 
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Constructed Response - Setting  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Place Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

Wisconsin 

Sunset Towers (a luxury apartment building) 

The apartment building has two restaurants inside: Shin Hoo’s 
Restaurant, specializing in authentic Chinese cuisine and  
Theodorakis Coffee Shop which busily serves breakfast, lunch, 

and dinner to tenants.  

The apartment building also has six apartments. 

Dr. Wexler's office is in the lobby.ts  

Westing Estate (a creepy rundown house  
with 17 shuttered windows, French doors and a  

smoking chimney) 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Time the Story Takes Place 

current  

 

 

 

 

 

Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

The families are purposely brought to the apartment building. 
The reader does not know why, but guesses it has to do with 

the Westing estate. 

 
 

 

                Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

The story begins by asking questions that can't be answered.  

Mysterious 

 

 

Setting 

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or 

actions).  

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how 

characters interact). 

RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
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Addendum 
Constructed Response Questions 

without Common Core State Standards 

 
Important Update 

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many teachers 

have commented that they love having the standards on pages with 

constructed response writing prompts for accountability reasons. Now 

educational trends are changing. Many states have repealed Common Core 

and adopted their own state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both 

using and not using Common Core Standards, I have opted to provide the 

writing questions both with and without standards.  

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension and 

constructed response questions are both included in this section. 
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The Westing Game ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. Which word best describes the mood of 

Chapters 1-2? 

a. joyful 

b. sentimental 

c. sorrowful 

d. suspenseful 

2. Chapter 1 is told from which point of view? 

a. 1st through Turtle 

b. 3rd  person omniscient narrator 

c. 3rd person limited to Turtle 

d. 3rd person switching from the perspective 
of one character to another 

3. What is the biggest factor Barney Northrup 

uses to get everyone to move into Sunset 

Towers in the apartments he wants them to 

live?  

a. He uses the location of the building as a 
strong motivator. 

b. He applies pressure to get them to buy. 

c. He has learned what each set of 

characters needs and tells them Sunset 
Tower will provide this. 

d. He lets the characters know they will be 
getting many extra services. 

4. Based on the details in Chapter 2, how is 
Chris different from most 15 year old boys? 

 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

5. Underline the idiom in this passage.  

“One fella ran out crazy-like, screaming his 
head off. He never stopped screaming ’til he hit 

the rocks at the bottom of the cliff. 

What does this idiom mean? 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

6. Name three things the author does to make 

the reader uneasy about the Westing estate. 

#1 ~ _________________________________ 

______________________________________

#2 ~ _________________________________ 

______________________________________

#3 ~ _________________________________ 

______________________________________ 

7.   Which genre is The Westing Game? 

a. drama 

b. historical fiction 

c. adventure 

d. mystery 
Explain why you selected this answer.  

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________

8. Read this line from the end of Chapter 2. 

They faced north, gaping like statues cast in the 
moment of discovery, until Turtle Wexler, her 

kite tail of a braid flying behind her, raced her 
bicycle into the driveway. 

 
Which types of figurative language does this 
line contain? 

____ personification ____ hyperbole 

____  simile ____ alliteration 

____  metaphor ____ repetition 

Explain why you selected this answer. 

______________________________________

______________________________________

______________________________________
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______________________________________ ______________________________________ 

  

Sunset Towers 

3D 

_________

_________ 
 

 

3C 

________
________ 

 

5th Floor 
__________

__________ 
 

 

4C 

_______
_______ 

2C 

________
________ 

 

4D 

_________

_________ 
 

2D 

_________

_________ 
 

 

____________

Office 
_____________

Coffee Shop 

_______
_______

_______
_ 

_______

_______
_______

_ 

_______
_______

_______
_ 

__________

__________
__________

_________ 

__________

__________
__________
_________ 

__________
__________

__________
_________ 

__________
__________

__________
_________ 



Page | 19 Unit Created by Gay Miller 
 

Constructed Response - Setting  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Place Where the Story Takes Place                                                                                                                                    

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Time the Story Takes Place 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________ 

________________ 
Importance of the Setting                                                                                                                                     

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

______________________________________________ 

 

 

Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

 

Setting 
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distribution.  
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