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WORD LIST

Students practice with two
focus words for each reading
selection. A wordlist with
definitions, synonyms, and
sample sentences from the
story is included.

PRACTICE BOOK

1, Grcle s words in e % ot
Inthe box that dre wymosyme of

adminstemtors propretars

Read the detnions o grapple.
cefetion 1 Used In each sentence.

5) 0 Ne and At Wi anatner persan
D) 10 try £ Soive & protlem : to deal with & problem
2. The company s grappling wih several issues.
3 The restiers grapples during the match
Thve policeman and the robber grappled for the

3
Tailen ke
The pokticians are grappling wn afiation

ould does not

contend, grapole, deal, surrender, cope, face, handle

VOCABULARY
BOOKMARKS

Vocabulary Bookmarks

Vocabulary Bookmarks




DIGITAL VOCABULARY

Dig"-ql vocda bUICIry Move the word that does hot belong to the trash truck.
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The Westing Game - Chapters 1-2

{1} Which word best describes the mood of
Chapters 1-27

. doyful

Hi
:

JChapter 1 is told fram which point of view?

a. 1* through Turtle

b. 3™ person omniscient narrator

c. 3™ person Emited to Turtle

d. 3™ person switching from the perspective of
one character to ancther

3] What is the biggest factor Bamey Morthrup
uses to get everyona to move into Sunset
Towers in the apartments he wants them to
liwe?

a. He uses the location of the bullding as a
strong motivator.

b. He applies pressure to get them to buy.

¢. He has leamed what each set of
characters needs and tells them Sunset

T r will provide this.

He lets the characters know they will be
ing many extra services.

a

|5, Based on the detalls in Chapter 2, how Is Chris

different from mast 15 year old boys?

It sounds like he doesn’t leave the apartment.

Cluss

s He must walt for Theo to bring his dinner.

» He knows how many windows are in the
Westing House: he's countsd them miany times.

» He has spasms and must convince himself to
relas,

3.y Underine the idiom in this passage.

One fella ran out crazy-like, screaming his
head off. He never stopped screaming ‘til he
hit the rocks at the bottom of the dliff.

‘What does this idiom mean?

to shout or scream as loud as someons
possibly can

Name three things the author does to make the
reader uneasy about the Westing estate.
#1 ~ Chapter 2 Is titled "Ghosts or Worse."
fence s ere een the
and the apartment bullding with a
X " sign.
iz coming from the home after Chris
r going in.

#4 ~ Stories of people who went into the estate
are told.

7. Which genre is The Westing Game?

a. drama

b. historical fiction
c. adventure

d. mystery

Explain why you selected this answer.

The book beqins with messages being sent to a
cast of characters. They all move into an
al t bullding. The reader doesn't know
why. This nds like the beginnings of a
mystery that Is going to unfold. To top this off,
smoke 5 now coming from the Westing hos
a spooky place with an unsettling history.

82 Read this line from the end of Chapter 2.

They faced north, qaping like statues cast in the
moment of discovery, until Turtle Wexler, her kite
tail of a braid flying behind her, raced her bicycle
Into the driveway.

Which types of figurative language does this ling
contain?

personification hyperbole
£ simile __ alliveration
< metaphor ___repetition

Explain why you selected this answer.

Theo, Douq, Otis, and Sandy are compared to
statues using like.

Turtle's braid s compared to a kite string without
using like or as.

Fage | 118 Unit Created by Gay Miller

Based on the details in Chapter 2, how is Chris different
from most IS year old boys?

Select 3 answers.




Constructed Response - Setting

Ploce Where the Story Tekes Place Tine the Story Tekes Prace

Setting

Importance of the Setting

Macd - Atmosphere of the Sexting

| [| Constructed Response - Setting

Place Where the Story Takes Place
Wisconsin

Sunset Towers (a luxury apartment bulding)

50 has six apantments.
lobby 15

Impartance of the Setting

The farmilies are purposely brou
The reader does not know why,

the Westing estate.

o the spartment buidi
esses 1t has to do W
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‘Time the Story Takes Place

eurrent

Setting

Constructed Response - Setting

Place Whese the Story Takes Face.

Impartance of the Setting
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Tirme the Story Takes: lace

Setting

Mo - Atmosphers of the Setting

Constructed Response - Setting

How is the setfing important in The Westing Game? Use details and information from the story to support your answer.

( Locations Where the Story Takes Place

Type answer here.

What is Taking Place in these Locations

Type answer here

Importance of the Setting
Type answer here.

»

Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting
Type answer here.
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Thank you so much for this resource! There This, like anything by Gay Miller, is a wonderful
was so much there, | needed to pick and resource! | used it along with several other items to
chose what to use. The vocabulary was great teach Westing Game last year. However, this
to use as the day's bell ringer. | will use this resource was the main one | used.
resource in the years to come! -Meryl
-Stacy
% % % Kk %

%ok ok k ok | was very happy with this resource and how it
Materials are easy to use and assemble. The allowed me to focus my students in on their
students enjoyed using the activities. | really reading. | used this partially in class and partially

like the constructive responses that are virtual and both versions were great.
provided. The skills fit the curriculum that we -Katelin

are required to teach, but it does it in a fun
and engaging way. Highly recommend. % % %k k ok

-Diane It was really helpful to have so many different things
| could use. The resources were engaging and not
ok kK ok time consuming to use and/or grade. It was not just
Any time | need a new novel unit - | look for bugywork, as some resources can be.
Gay's units firstl They're all high quality, L) -Emily
effective resources. Thank youl! ‘
-Pam
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What are Boom Cards?

Boom Cards are digital task cards that students play on the Boom
Learning Website.

They...
are fully digital - require no printing, paper, ink, etc.
may be used on all modern browsers
are played on devices connected to the Internet
can be used for student practice at no cost to you

When you purchase this novel study from TPT, you will receive
special links to these Boom Cards. When you click on one of these
links, you will be asked to sign into your account or create a free
account at the Boom Learning Website. The special links in the paid
resource let the Boom Learning site know you have purchased the
deck. When you click the link, Boom Learning sends the Boom Deck
to your Boom Library, so your students can access them. Students
can play for free or data will be tracked for you with the Boom
Learning Paid Subscription.

Click here for a playable
preview on Boom Learning.

What does the author NOT do to make the reader uneasy
about the Westing estate?

Which word best describes the mood of Chapters [-2?

¥ suspenseful %
& \ 3 it

3 ‘ sentimental
i

sorrowful



https://wow.boomlearning.com/store/bundle/kyot8qrB5dzZ2NGhF?ref=self

The Westing




On the next pages, you will find the following pages
from the unit including:

- Table of Contents for the Digital + Printable Version
» Lesson Plans at a Glance for the Full Unit

FREE SAMPLE PAGES

The First Reading Selection plus Answer Keys
(These pages are found in all versions of this unit.)
Vocabulary Practice
Comprehension Questions
Constructed Response Writing Prompt
(with and without the Common Core
Standards)

Are you wondering what other novel
studies | have available? You can see
the complete list here.



https://bookunitsteacher.com/wp/?page_id=4673
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Lesson Plans at a Glance

Vocabulary Words and
Practice Book

Read

Chapters
1-2

Chapters
3-4

Chapters
5-6

Chapters
7-8

Chapters
9-10

Chapters
11-12

Chapters
13-14

Chapters
15-16

Chapters
17-18

Chapters
19-20

Chapters
21-22

Chapters
23-24

Chapters
25-26

Chapters
27-28

Chapters
29-30

fenants
grapple

putrid
meager

scrufiny
eccentric

pPOMPOUS
infirmity

hors d'oeuvre
humiliate

implication
paraphernalia

scrumptious
contender

guffaw
self-appointed

cull
burly

horrendous
loathe

derelict
smart-aleck

swathe
confound

nestle
accomplice

resignation
renovate

distribute
ornithology

Vocabulary
Test

Page 1

Page 2

Page 3

Page 4

Page 5

Page 6

Page 7

Page 8

[review]

Page ¢

Page 10

Page 11

Page 12

Page 13

Page 14

Page 15

Page 16

Questions

Practice
Chapters
1-2

Chapters
3-4

Chapters
5-6

Chapters
7-8

Chapters
9-10

Chapters
11-12

Chapters
13-14

Chapters
15-16

Chapters
17-18

Chapters
19-20

Chapters
21-22

Chapters
23-24

Chapters
25-26

Chapters
27-28

Chapters
29-30

End-of-the-Unit
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Summarizing

Point of View

Symbolism
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Sequence of Events

Responding to Text
Symbolism

Cause and Effect
Chain
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Character Traits

Comparing
Characters

Figurafive Language

Comparing
Characters (Mothers)
Cause and Effect

Symbolism (Chess)

Theme

Character Traits and
Themes

Character’s Actions
Plot Development
Roller Coaster
Diagram

Comparing the Book
to the Movie

Skill Practice

Lesson #1 ~ What is
a Mystery?

Lesson #2 ~
Planning a
Narrative (Mystery)

Lesson #3 ~ The
Hook

Lesson #4 ~
Imagery

Lesson #5 ~ Point of
View

Lesson #6 ~
Dialogue

Lesson #7 ~
Figurative
Language

Lesson #8 ~ Writing
the Story

Lesson #9 ~
Transition Words

Lesson #10 ~
Conclusion

Lesson #11 ~ Editing
and Proofreading

Context Clues
Organizers

Context Clues
Organizers

Context Clues Task
Cards

End-of-the-Unit
Skill Test




Chapters 29-30 [distribute and ornithology] Chapters 1-2 [tenants and grapple]

Matching - Write a, b, ¢, or d in each blank to match the

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
best word to its definition.

tenants.
1. resignation a) dole out occupants administrators proprietors
2. ornithology b) notification _
3. distribute o) restore land owners innkeepers lodgers
4. renovate d) study of birds managers renters boarders
PRI Er RIS o (RED - Ao (RED officers residents leaseholders

Fill in each blank using a form of one of the vocabulary P RED G P (RED G > REDE P (REDE

word from the box above. Read the definitions of grapple. Write a or b to show which

definition is used in each sentence.

5. Susan is going to college to study
a) to hold and fight with another person
. b) to try to solve a problem : to deal with a problem

6. I had to put in my because my

family is moving to California. 2. The company is grappling with several issues.
7. I am looking forward to taking this old home and doing 3. _ The wrestlers grappled during the match.

a cdomplete to make it look 3. The policeman and the robber grappled for the

modaern. fallen knife.
8. Please these flyers to each 4. The politicians are grappling with inflation.

member of the team.
PR PRI 2 (R I fr (R
PRI G P (RED D o (RIS r (R .
5. Which word does not belong?

9. Fill in the word web with synonyms for distribute.

D

distribute

contend, grapple, deal, surrender, cope, face, handle

Page 16

Page 1



Chapters 29-30 [distribute and ornithology]

Matching - Write a, b, ¢, or d in each blank to match the
best word to its definition.

1. b resignation a) dole out

2. d ornithology b) notification
3. a distribute c) restore

4, C renovate d) study of birds

PR ED > P (R KIS (P (REDE P (R KIS

Fill in each blank using a form of one of the vocabulary
word from the box above.

5. Susan is going to college to study
ornithology

6. I had to put in my resignation
family is moving to California.

because my

7. I am looking forward to taking this old home and doing

a complete renovation to make it look
modern.

8. Please distribute these flyers to each member
of the team.

PR PRI (P (RED G r (R HIED

9. Fill in the word web with synonyms for distribute.

allocate

divide among
members of a
group

Chapters 1-2 [tenants and grapple]

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
tenants.

occupants administrators proprietors
land owners innkeepers lodgers
managers renters boarders
officers residents leaseholders

PR P (R D P (R P (R LK
Read the definitions of grapple. Write a or b to show which
definition is used in each sentence.

a) to hold and fight with another person
b) to try to solve a problem : to deal with a problem

2. b The company is grappling with several
issues.

3. a The wrestlers grappled during the match.

4. a The policeman and the robber grappled for
the fallen knife.

5. b The politicians are grappling with inflation.

PR EDE PR HD D P (RIKIED r (RIS

6. Which word does not belong?

contend, grapple, deal, surrender, cope, face, handle

Page 1



The Westing Game ~ Chapters -2

{ 1) Which word best describes the mood of
Chapters 1-2?

4@ Chapter 1 is told from which point of view?

a. 1% through Turtle
a. joyful b. 3™ person omniscient narrator
b. sentimental c. 3" person limited to Turtle
c. sorrowful d. 3" person switching from the perspective
d. suspenseful of one character to another

| What is the biggest factor Barney Northrup
uses to get everyone to move into Sunset
Towers in the apartments he wants them to
live?

a. He uses the location of the building as a
strong motivator.

b. He applies pressure to get them to buy.

c. He has learned what each set of characters
needs and tells them Sunset Tower will
provide this.

d. He lets the characters know they will be

getting many extra services.

A Based on the details in Chapter 2, how is
Chris different from most 15 year old boys?

Q Underline the idiom in this passage.

“One fella ran out crazy-like, screaming his
head off. He never stopped screaming 'til he hit
the rocks at the bottom of the cliff.

What does this idiom mean?

| Name three things the author does to make

the reader uneasy about the Westing estate.
#1 ~

#2 ~

#3 ~

Which genre is The Westing Game?
drama
historical fiction

0 T o

adventure

d. mystery
Explain why you selected this answer.

@ Read this line from the end of Chapter 2.

They faced north, gaping like statues cast in the
moment of discovery, until Turtle Wexler, her
kite tail of a braid flying behind her, raced her
bicycle into the driveway.

Which types of figurative language does this line
contain?

personification hyperbole
simile alliteration
metaphor repetition

Explain why you selected this answer.

Page | 9 Unit Created by Gay Miller
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Constructed Response - Setting

Place Where the Story Takes Place Time the Story Takes Place

Setting

Importance of the Setting Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or
actions).

RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).

RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Page | 11 Unit Created by Gay Miller




The Westing Game ~ Chapters -2

1) Which word best describes the mood of
Chapters 1-2?

@ Chapter 1 is told from which point of view?

getting many extra services.

a. 1% through Turtle
a. joyful b. 3™ person omniscient narrator
b. sentimental c. 3" person limited to Turtle
c. sorrowful d. 3™ person switching from the perspective of
d. suspenseful one character to another
3.| What is the biggest factor Barngy Northrup & Based on the details in Chapter 2, how is Chris
uses to get everyone to move into Sunset different from most 15 year old boys?
Towers in the apartments he wants them to
live?
) o It sounds like he doesn’t leave the apartment.
a. He uses the location of the building as a
strong motivator. Clues _ S
. e He must wait for Theo to bring his dinner.
b. He applies pressure to get them to buy. e He knows how many windows are in the
c. He has learned what each set of Westing House; he’s counted them many times.
characters needs and tells them Sunset e He has spasms and must convince himself to
Tower will provide this. relax.
d. He lets the characters know they will be

<5> Underline the idiom in this passage.

6. Name three things the author does to make the

“One fella ran out crazy-like, screaming his
head off. He never stopped screaming 'til he
hit the rocks at the bottom of the cliff.

What does this idiom mean?

to shout or scream as loud as someone

possibly can

reader uneasy about the Westing estate.
#1 ~ Chapter 2 is titled “"Ghosts or Worse.”

#2 ~ A wire fence is erected between the estate
and the apartment building with a “No
Trespassing” sign.

#3 ~ Smoke is coming from the home after Chris
sees a limper going in.

#4 ~ Stories of people who went into the estate
are told.

Which genre is The Westing Game?
drama

historical fiction

adventure

a 0 T

mystery
Explain why you selected this answer.

The book begins with messages being sent to a
cast of characters. They all move into an
apartment building. The reader doesn’t know
why. This sounds like the beginnings of a
mystery that is going to unfold. To top this off,
smoke is now coming from the Westing home,
a spooky place with an unsettling history.

<8> Read this line from the end of Chapter 2.

They faced north, gaping like statues cast in the
moment of discovery, until Turtle Wexler, her kite
tail of a braid flying behind her, raced her bicycle
into the driveway.

Which types of figurative language does this line
contain?

personification hyperbole
v simile alliteration
v___metaphor repetition

Explain why you selected this answer.

Theo, Doug, Otis, and Sandy are compared to
statues using like.

Turtle’s braid is compared to a kite string without
using like or as.

Page | 12 Unit Created by Gay Miller




On the next page is a picture of Sunset Towers. Students can begin adding information
on the graphic organizer after reading Chapters 1-2 and can add additional information
as the story is read.

Tasks:
1. Use the first window of each apartment to name which family lives there.

5" Floor
4C
4D
3C
3D
2C
2D

2. Use the second window in each row to sort out occupations. Here is the quote
from Chapter 1 to get you started.

They were mothers and fathers and children. A dressmaker, a secretary, an
inventor, a doctor, a judge. And, oh yes, one was a bookie, one was a burglar,
one was a bomber, and one was a mistake.

Page | 13 Unit Created by Gay Miller



In Chapter 10, you learn that
Ford’'s apartment is a one
bedroom (much smaller than the
Wexlers one floor below. 1In
Chapter 17, you learn that Crow
lives the maid’s apartment
between 4C and 4D.

5% Floor
Shin Hoo's
Restaurant

4D
Josie-Jo
Ford

Maid’s
Apartment

a Jake
secretary Grace a dpctc_>r
Angela (podiatrist)

Turtle

George coffee shop
Catherine OWNErs

Theo
Chris

2D
heodorakis

Dr. Wexler’s
Office

Theodorakis
Coffee Shob




Constructed Response - Setting

Place Where the Story Takes Place
Wisconsin
Sunset Towers (a luxury apartment building)

The apartment building has two restaurants inside: Shin Hoo's
Restaurant, specializing in authentic Chinese cuisine and
Theodorakis Coffee Shop which busily serves breakfast, lunch,
and dinner to tenants.

The apartment building also has six apartments.
Dr. Wexler's office is in the lobby.ts

Westing Estate (a creepy rundown house
with 17 shuttered windows, French doors and a

smoking chimney) Setti ng

Importance of the Setting

Time the Story Takes Place

current

Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting

The families are purposely brought to the apartment building. The story begins by asking questions that can't be answered.

The reader does not know why, but guesses it has to do with
the Westing estate.

Mysterious

actions).

characters interact).

RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, sefting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or
RL.5.3 Compare and confrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how

RL.6.1 Cite fextual evidence fo support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
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Addendum

Constructed Response Questions

Important Update

Originally 46 states adopted the Common Core State Standards. Many teachers
have commented that they love having the standards on pages with
constructed response writing prompts for accountability reasons. Now
educational frends are changing. Many states have repealed Common Core
and adopted their own state standards. To meet the needs of teachers both
using and not using Common Core Standards, | have opted to provide the
writing questions both with and without standards.

To make creating a printable student packet easier, the comprehension and
constructed response questions are both included in this section.

Page | 16 Unit Created by Gay Miller




The Westing Game ~ Chapters -2

1. Which word best describes the mood of
Chapters 1-2?

2. Chapter 1 is told from which point of view?

a. 1% through Turtle
a. joyful b. 3™ person omniscient narrator
b. sentimental c. 3" person limited to Turtle
c. sorrowful d. 3" person switching from the perspective
d. suspenseful of one character to another

3. What is the biggest factor Barney Northrup
uses to get everyone to move into Sunset
Towers in the apartments he wants them to
live?

a. He uses the location of the building as a
strong motivator.
b. He applies pressure to get them to buy.

c. He has learned what each set of
characters needs and tells them Sunset
Tower will provide this.

d. He lets the characters know they will be
getting many extra services.

4. Based on the details in Chapter 2, how is
Chris different from most 15 year old boys?

5. Underline the idiom in this passage.

“One fella ran out crazy-like, screaming his
head off. He never stopped screaming ‘til he hit
the rocks at the bottom of the cliff.

What does this idiom mean?

6. Name three things the author does to make
the reader uneasy about the Westing estate.

#1 ~

#2 ~

#3 ~

7. Which genre is The Westing Game?
a. drama
b. historical fiction
c. adventure

d. mystery
Explain why you selected this answer.

8. Read this line from the end of Chapter 2.

They faced north, gaping like statues cast in the
moment of discovery, until Turtle Wexler, her
kite tail of a braid flying behind her, raced her
bicycle into the driveway.

Which types of figurative language does this
line contain?

personification hyperbole
simile alliteration
metaphor repetition

Explain why you selected this answer.
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