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Thank you for downloading this
preview of Out of the Dust Book
Unit. Other book units may be
found at
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller

This packet contains
graphic organizers for
an interactive notebook
covering
vocabulary,
constructive
response
writing,
and
skill
practice. I hope your
students enjoy a book
study
using
the
engaging
method
of
using
interactive
notebooks.

Out of the Dust
By Karen Hesse

Genre ~ Historical Fiction, Poetry and Rhymes, Young
Adult
Interest Level ~ Grades 3 - 7
Grade level Equivalent: 5.1
Lexile Measure®: Not Available
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Daily Reading
This book is a series of 111 free-verse poems. These poems work similar to chapters;
however, they do not have numbers. Because of this, I have divided the daily reading by
the dates. This chart tells which dates should be read before each set of
comprehension/constructive response questions. NOTE: The dates come at the end of
each poem not the beginning.

Use this column. Read by Dates
Reading Selection# 1

Winter 1934

Reading Selection# 2
Reading Selection# 3

Spring 1934

Reading Selection# 4

Summer 1934

Reading Selection# 5

Autumn 1934

Reading Selection# 6

Winter 1935

January 1934
February 1934
March 1934
April 1934
May 1934
June 1934
July 1934
August 1934
September 1934
October 1934
November 1934
December 1934
January 1935

Reading Selection# 7

February 1935

Reading Selection# 8

March 1935

Reading Selection# 9

Spring 1935

Reading Selection# 10
Reading Selection# 11

Summer 1935

Reading Selection# 12

Autumn 1935

April 1935
May 1935
June 1935
July 1935
August 1935
(No September)
October 1935
November 1935
December 1935
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Lesson Plans at a Glance
Read

Vocabulary Words and
Practice Book

Constructive
Response
Question

Comprehension
Practice

Skill Practice

January 1934

civil
rile

Page 1

Reading
Selection # 1

Character Traits

Figurative
Language
Organizers

February 1934
March 1934

bounty
cast-off

Page 2

Reading
Selection # 2

Setting
Cause and Effect

April 1934
May 1934
June 1934

daze
combine

Page 3

Reading
Selection # 3

Point of View

July 1934
August 1934

chafe
stupor

Page 4

Reading
Selection # 4

Mood

Use response
cards to identify
figurative
language types.
Elements of
Poetry (stanza,
rhyme, rhythm,
theme)
3 Genres of
Poetry

September 1934
October 1934
November 1934

bide
excavate

Page 5

Reading
Selection# 5

Summarizing

Poetic Devices in
Out of the Dust

December 1934
January 1935

revue
forsaken

Page 6

Reading
Selection # 6

Comparing Characters
(Billie Jo and Daddy)

Write a Poem

February 1935

mash
tempo

Page 7

Reading
Selection # 7

Text Features
Book
p. 1-7

March 1935

prospect
drift

Page 8

Reading
Selection # 8

Problem and Solution
Chain
Comparing Characters
from Different Books
Acrostic
Course of Action

April 1935

court
divine

Page 9

Figurative Language

Text Features
Book
p. 10-15

May 1935
June 1935

idle
knoll

Page 10

Reading
Selection # 10

Theme

Text Features
Book
p. 16-23

July 1935
August 1935
(No September)

slat
gaunt

Page 11

Reading
Selection# 11

Character Change

October 1935
November 1935
December 1935

mottled
diversify

Page 12

Reading
Selection # 12

Plot Development

Text Features
Book
p. 24-26
(Glossary)
Text Features
Book
p. 27-28
(Index)

Reading
Selection # 9

Vocabulary
Test
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Text Features
Book
p. 8-9

Reading Selection #1 ~ January 1934 ~ Rabbit Battles
civil (adjective) - polite but not friendly : only as polite as a person needs to be in
order to not be rude
synonyms:

courteous, polite, respectful, well-mannered,
obliging, gracious, considerate, amicable

accommodating,

These men,
They used to be best friends.
Now they can’t be civil with each other.
❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤
Reading Selection #1 ~ January 1934 ~ Me and Mad Dog
rile (verb) - to make angry; irritate or annoy
synonyms:

enrage, irritate, bug, irk, peeve, aggravate, vex

I suspected Mad Dog had come first
to Arley Wanderdale's mind,
but I didn't get too riled.
Not so riled I couldn't say yes.
❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤
Reading Selection #2 ~ February 1934 ~ Not Too Much To Ask
bounty (noun) - the quality of giving in abundance; generosity
synonyms:

plenteousness, lots, heaps, masses, sufficient

We haven't had a good crop in three years,
Not since the bounty of '31,
❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤
Reading Selection #2 ~ March 1934 ~ Fields of Flashing Light
cast-off (adjective ) - discarded or rejected
synonyms:

waste, superfluous, unwanted, thrown away, dispensed with, tossed
out

I watched them fry,
or
flatten,
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This Out of the Dust contains 24 vocabulary words, 2 focus words
for each reading selection. For daily practice a booklet is provided
like the one pictured here. In this preview, I included the first page
of the booklet, so you can give it a try. Following the sample
vocabulary page is the answer key.
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Reading Selection #1 [civil and rile]
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of rile.

pacify

irritate

calm

vex

peeve

satisfy

aggravate

please

anger

soothe

mollify

enrage

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Read the definitions of civil. Write a, b, or c to show which
definition is used in each sentence.
a) relating to laws that describe a person's rights rather
than to laws about crime
b) of or relating to the people who live in a country
c) polite but not friendly : only as polite as a person
needs to be in order to not be rude
2. _______ He was barely civil to me.
3. _______ Serving on a jury is a civil duty.
4. _______ The United States fought a great Civil War
from 1861-1865.
5. _______ My parents married in a civil ceremony at
the court house.
6. _______ Even though she
behaved in a civil manner.

was

furious,

Megan

Page 1
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Reading Selection #1 [civil and rile]
1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of rile.

pacify

irritate

calm

vex

peeve

satisfy

aggravate

please

anger

soothe

mollify

enrage

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Read the definitions of civil. Write a, b, or c to show
which definition is used in each sentence.
a) relating to laws that describe a person's rights
rather than to laws about crime
b) of or relating to the people who live in a country
c) polite but not friendly : only as polite as a person
needs to be in order to not be rude
3. ___c___ He was barely civil to me.
4. ___b___ Serving on a jury is a civil duty.
5. ___b___ The United States fought a great Civil War
from 1861-1865.
6. ___a___ My parents married in a civil ceremony at
the court house.
7. ___c___ Even though she was
behaved in a civil manner.

furious, Megan

Page 1
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Comprehension
This section contains a one page printable comprehension
practice for each reading selection. The chart below is the key
to the types of questions for the comprehension questions. The
section also contains 14 constructive responses exercises. The
constructive response pages that are chapter specific list the
chapters they should be used with. If chapter numbers are not
listed the questions are flexible and may be used at different
points in the story.

Types of Questions Key
detail / inference
main idea /
summarizing / theme
character/ setting /
plot / events
word meaning /
figurative language
text structure
point of view
different forms of the
same story
compare and contrast
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Option 1
Have students use the graphic organizer for notes. Notice the notes are not in complete
sentences. Glue the organizer to the left side of the notebook page. On the right side of
the notebook, students use the notes to write the details in paragraph form.

Option 2
Students fill in the
organizers only.
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CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.10

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.3

5 Grade

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.2

th

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.1

Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature

(January 1934) Character Traits





Setting





Map with Questions





(February -March 1934) Cause and Effect





Point of View





Dione Quintuplets and FDR’s Shelter Belts
(July – August 1934) Mood




(September – November 1934) Summarizing




Comparing Characters



(February 1935) Problem and Solution Chain
Comparing Characters from Different Books









Figurative Language











Character Change
Plot Development Roller Coaster Diagram





(March 1935) Course of Action

Theme





(March 1935) Acrostic Summarizing

Responding to Literature
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CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.10

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.3

6 Grade

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.2

th

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.1

Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature

(January 1934) Character Traits





Setting





Map with Questions





(February -March 1934) Cause and Effect





Point of View





Dione Quintuplets and FDR’s Shelter Belts
(July – August 1934) Mood




(September – November 1934) Summarizing




Comparing Characters



(February 1935) Problem and Solution Chain
Comparing Characters from Different Books









Figurative Language











Character Change
Plot Development Roller Coaster Diagram





(March 1935) Course of Action

Theme





(March 1935) Acrostic Summarizing

Responding to Literature
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CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.10

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.3

7 Grade

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.2

th

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.7.1

Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature

(January 1934) Character Traits





Setting





Map with Questions





(February -March 1934) Cause and Effect





Point of View





Dione Quintuplets and FDR’s Shelter Belts
(July – August 1934) Mood




(September – November 1934) Summarizing




Comparing Characters



(February 1935) Problem and Solution Chain
Comparing Characters from Different Books







Figurative Language











Character Change
Plot Development Roller Coaster Diagram





(March 1935) Course of Action

Theme





(March 1935) Acrostic Summarizing

Responding to Literature
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#1 ~ January 1934
1. A good title for January 1934 could be ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Losing a Friend
Distant Family
Getting to Know Billie Jo
The Piano

2. The poems are written from which point of
view?
a.
b.
c.
d.

3. What can be inferred from Billie Jo’s poems?
Check all that apply.

______ Billie Jo is very good at playing the
piano.
______ Billie Jo is not happy.
______ Billie Jo has a crush on Mad Dog
Craddock.
______ Daddy is happy that Ma is going to
have a baby.
______ Daddy does not get along with Billie Jo.

1st
2nd
3rd limited
3rd omniscient

4. The

setting
because---.

is

important

to

the

story

a. Billie Jo lives in Cimarron County.
b. Billie Jo is isolated from others.
c. Billie Jo’s relatives live far away in Lubbock
and Dallas.
d. Billie Jo lives during the 1930s in the part
of the US that was affected by the Dust
Bowl.

5. The author, Karen Hesse, used enjambment 6. Sequence the following events by numbering
(ending lines without punctuation). In the
them in the correct order.
poem “On Stage” the line breaks formed a
______ Daddy taught Billie Jo how to do farm
picture. [Hint: Turn the page sideways if you
work.
don’t see the picture.]
______ Billie Jo’s best friend Livie moves to
The words form a picture of _______________.
California.
______ Billie Jo is asked to play at President
Explain how the “picture” relates to the poem.
Franklin Roosevelt’s birthday party.
______ Daddy gave Billie Jo a boy’s name.
The poem is about Billie Jo’s piano performance
at the Palace Theater. The reader learns that ______ Mr. Noble and Mr. Romney have a
Billie Jo is extremely talented at piano playing. contest to determine who can kill the most
The poem explains how Billie Jo feels as she rabbits.
plays.
______ Arley Wanderdale asks Billie Jo to play
at the Palace Theater.

8. The first poem “Beginning” August 1920”

7. Read this line from “Losing Livie.”
Now Livie's gone west, out of the dust, on her
way to California, where the wind takes a rest
sometimes.
Which type of figurate language is used?
a.
b.
c.
d.

simile
metaphor
alliteration
personification

contains which literary device?

a.
b.
c.
d.

cliffhanger
flashback
flash forward
climax

Explain why you selected this answer.
______________________________________
______________________________________
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#1 ~ January 1934
1. A good title for January 1934 could be ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Losing a Friend
Distant Family
Getting to Know Billie Jo
The Piano

2. The poems are written from which point of
view?
a.
b.
c.
d.

3. What can be inferred from Billie Jo’s poems?
Check all that apply.

______ Billie Jo is very good at playing the
piano.
______ Billie Jo is not happy.
______ Billie Jo has a crush on Mad Dog
Craddock.
______ Daddy is happy that Ma is going to
have a baby.
______ Daddy does not get along with Billie Jo.

1st
2nd
3rd limited
3rd omniscient

4. The

setting
because---.

is

important

to

the

story

a. Billie Jo lives in Cimarron County.
b. Billie Jo is isolated from others.
c. Billie Jo’s relatives live far away in Lubbock
and Dallas.
d. Billie Jo lives during the 1930s in the part
of the US that was affected by the Dust
Bowl.

5. The author, Karen Hesse, used enjambment 6. Sequence the following events by numbering
(ending lines without punctuation). In the
them in the correct order.
poem “On Stage” the line breaks formed a
__2___ Daddy taught Billie Jo how to do farm
picture. [Hint: Turn the page sideways if you
work.
don’t see the picture.]
__4___ Billie Jo’s best friend Livie moves to
The words form a picture of ____a piano_____.
California.
__6___Billie Jo is asked to play at President
Explain how the “picture” relates to the poem.
Franklin Roosevelt’s birthday party.
__1___ Daddy gave Billie Jo a boy’s name.
The poem is about Billie Jo’s piano performance
at the Palace Theater. The reader learns that __3___ Mr. Noble and Mr. Romney have a
Billie Jo is extremely talented at piano playing. contest to determine who can kill the most
The poem explains how Billie Jo feels as she rabbits.
plays.
__5___ Arley Wanderdale asks Billie Jo to play
at the Palace Theater.

8. The first poem “Beginning” August 1920”

7. Read this line from “Losing Livie.”
Now Livie's gone west, out of the dust, on her
way to California, where the wind takes a rest
sometimes.
Which type of figurate language is used?
a.
b.
c.
d.

simile
metaphor
alliteration
personification

contains which literary device?

a. cliffhanger
b. flashback
c. flash forward
d. climax
Explain why you selected this answer.
This can be a little confusing at first. “Beginning”
August 1920” is the title of the poem not the
date it was written which comes at the end of
the poem. The poem tells about what took place
14 years earlier when Billie Jo was born.
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January 1934 ~ Constructive Response – Character Traits
Draw a picture of Billie Jo based on details in January 1934.

Proof from Text

Picture of the Billie Jo

Proof from Text

__________________

__________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

__________________

__________________

Proof from Text

Proof from Text

__________________

__________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

__________________

__________________

Proof from Text

Proof from Text

__________________

__________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

__________________

__________________

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot
moves toward a resolution.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).
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January 1934 ~ Constructive Response – Character Traits
Draw a picture of Billie Jo based on details in January 1934.

Picture of the Billie Jo
Proof from Text
I'll be nearly fourteen
just like Aunt Ellis was
when Daddy was born by
the time this baby comes.

Proof from Text
long-legged girl

Proof from Text
She gave me a picture
she'd made of me sitting
in front of a piano,
wearing my straw hat,
an apple halfway to my
mouth.

Proof from Text
redheaded, freckle-faced,
narrow-hipped girl

Proof from Text

Proof from Text

pointy elbows,

a wide mouth

my fidgety legs

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot
moves toward a resolution.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.3 Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).
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Following the comprehension and constructive response
writing is a set of language arts and writing lessons. This
unit includes the following:
Project Ideas
Cubes
Skills








Figurative Language Response Cards
Figurative Language Organizers
Elements of Poetry (Staggered Flip Organizer)
Three Genres of Poems (3 Door Flip Organizer)
Poetic Devices in Out of the Dust (3 Door Flip Organizer)
Practicing with Poems
Text Features Book
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Figurative Language Organizers
Three Door Flip


Print the organizer onto colored paper.



Students will fill in the missing information in the blank spaces.



To make the organizer, trim around the four edges on the lines indicated. Fold the
page in half vertically on the dotted lines. Cut on the lines indicated on the inside
of the organizer, up to the fold so that the organizer opens with three flaps.
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Elements of Poetry
Three versions of this organizer are provided; one with blanks for students to write
their own sentences; one with the sentences provided but with blank spaces for
students to write in key words; and one that is completed. The third copy of the
organizer may be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students
who were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the
sentences already completed.

Page | 22 Unit Created by Gay Miller

Three Genres of Poems
Three versions of this organizer are provided; one with blanks for students to write
their own sentences; one with the sentences provided but with blank spaces for
students to write in key words; and one that is completed. The third copy of the
organizer may be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students
who were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the
sentences already completed.
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Poetic Devices in Out of the Dust
Three versions of this organizer are provided; one with blanks for students to write
their own sentences; one with the sentences provided but with blank spaces for
students to write in key words; and one that is completed. The third copy of the
organizer may be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students
who were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the
sentences already completed.
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Assignment – Text Features
The Great Depression Book
5th Grade

6th Grade

7th Grade

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.5
Compare and contrast the
overall structure (e.g.,
chronology, comparison,
cause/effect, problem/solution)
of events, ideas, concepts, or
information in two or more
texts.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.5.7
Draw on information from
multiple print or digital sources,
demonstrating the ability to
locate an answer to a question
quickly or to solve a problem
efficiently.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.5.4.C
Consult reference materials
(e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation
and determine or clarify the
precise meaning of key words
and phrases.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.5
Analyze how a particular
sentence, paragraph, chapter, or
section fits into the overall
structure of a text and
contributes to the development
of the ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.7.5
Analyze the structure an author
uses to organize a text,
including how the major sections
contribute to the whole and to
the development of the ideas.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.6.7
Integrate information presented
in different media or formats
(e.g., visually, quantitatively) as
well as in words to develop a
coherent understanding of a
topic or issue.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.4.C
Consult reference materials
(e.g., dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation
of a word or determine or clarify
its precise meaning or its part of
speech.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.7.4.C
Consult general and specialized
reference materials (e.g.,
dictionaries, glossaries,
thesauruses), both print and
digital, to find the pronunciation
of a word or determine or clarify
its precise meaning or its part of
speech.



This book contains a nonfictional article about The Great Depression on the odd
number pages. On the adjacent even number pages, definitions, questions,
and tasks about parts of a book and text features may be found. In most cases,
the text feature on the practice page may be seen in the article on the adjacent
page. [Note: Because the Glossary is 2 pages long, the index is on an even
numbered page.]



I recommend reading the article on the odd numbered pages about the Great
Depression straight through first to give the students a feeling of the overall
structure of the piece. On the second run through, have students complete the
questions and tasks about text features on the even numbered pages while
discussing each text feature. Tasks on the even number pages include creating a
title page, table of contents, glossary, and index.



Creating a glossary and index are very time consuming for students. I recommend
assembling your class into cooperative learning groups. Dividing the assignment
between members of the group makes the activity go much more quickly.



Two versions of the book are provided. The first contains blanks for students to
answer questions. The second is an answer key with all information included.
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This book contains a
nonfictional article about
The Great Depression on the
odd number pages. On the
adjacent even number
pages, definitions,
questions, and tasks about
parts of a book and text
features may be found.
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If you like this unit, you might also like some on the following book units found at Teachers Pay Teachers:
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Microsoft
Office
Clipart
Gallery
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Teachers Pay
Teachers
http://www.teachersp
ayteachers.com/Store
/Gay-Miller

Visit my website at
http://bookunitsteacher.com/

Visit me on
Pinterest at
http://www.pinterest
.com/lindagaymiller/
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