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Thank you for downloading this
sample of Because of Mr. Terupt
Book Unit. Other book units may
be found at
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller

This packet contains graphic
organizers for an interactive
notebook and game activities
covering
vocabulary,
constructed response writing,
and skill practice. I hope your
students enjoy a book study
using the engaging method of
using interactive notebooks.

Because of Mr. Terupt
by Rob Buyea

Genre ~ Realistic Fiction
Interest Level ~ Grades 3 – 8
Grade level Equivalent: 3.7
Lexile Measure®: 560L
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Lesson Plans at a Glance
Vocabulary Words and
Practice Book

Read

Comprehension
Practice

multitasking
strategy

Page 1

October

confrontation
ostracize

Page 2

October

November

betray
collaborative

Page 3

November

September

Septembe
r

Constructed Response
Question

Setting
Character Traits
Comparing
Characters
Responding to Text
Comparing Books

Skill Practice

Story Devices
Organizers

Story Devices
Practice

Context Clues
Organizers

Acrostic
Summarizing
December

shenanigans
discombobulate

Page 4

December

January

adjourn
tentative

Page 5
Page 6-7
(review)

January

retaliate
onslaught

Page 8

February

incessant
transpire

Page 9

February

March

Summarizing/
Comparing
Situations
Cause and Effect
Character Traits

Context Clues
Task Cards

Character
Development

Point of View
Point of View
Foreshadowing

March

Figurative Language
Figurative Language

April

predicament
nemesis

Page 10

April

May

anticlimax
redundant

Page 11

May

June

encompass
drastic

Page 12

June

Problem and
Solution Chain
Theme

Character Change
Plot Development
Vocabulary
Test
~ Page 5 © Gay Miller ~

Point of View
Practice
Figurative
Language
Response
Cards and
Organizers
Conflict

Plot
Development

September - Jessica
multitasking (noun) - the ability to do several things at the same time
synonyms:

juggle, balance

A red-haired woman who proved to be exceptional at multitasking greeted us with a
smile and a slight nod. She did this while the phone rested between her ear and
shoulder, allowing her hands to scribble notes from a conversation she was having in
her free ear with the brown-haired lady standing next to her.
((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>

September - Luke
strategy (noun) - a careful plan or method for achieving a particular goal usually
over a long period of time
synonyms:

plan, policy, approach, tactic, stratagem, scheme

Then I thought, Hey, wait a minute, what if I just tack on the letter s? Misters = 103. No
good, but very close. I figured this could still be a worthwhile strategy for other words.
((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>

October - Luke
confrontation (noun) - a situation in which people, groups, etc., fight, oppose, or
challenge each other in an angry way
synonyms:

opposition, argument, disagreement, quarrel, altercation, conflict row

The marshal wanted our dollar-word posters taken off the hallway walls. He claimed
they were a fire hazard. Jeffrey thought this confrontation was a big deal.
((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>

October - Anna
ostracize (verb)- to not allow (someone) to be included in a group : to exclude
(someone) from a group
synonyms:

cold-shoulder, exclude, banish, shun, ignore, snub, excommunicate,
expel, blackball (blacklist)

My mom has warned me not to get involved in that popularity stuff. She was
ostracized once. That means nobody wanted to be friends with her. My mom told
me it was like there was a big group of people holding hands in a circle, and she was
never let in. She always had to stand outside the circle.
((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>((̲̅ ̲̅(̲̅_________( ̲̅((>
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June [encompass and drastic]

September [multitasking and strategy]

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
encompass.

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
strategy.

cover

eliminate

omit

policy

inactivity

method

involve

incorporate

leave out

idleness

dull

scheme

reject

include

contain

stoppage

plan

tactic

dismiss

comprise

ignore

laziness

peace

approach

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for drastic.

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms/definitions for
multitasking.

drastic

multitasking

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Write a synonym from your vocabulary list for each word
listed:
3. anticlimax

________________________

4. nemesis

________________________

5. predicament

________________________

6. redundant

________________________

3. Do the following items describe multitasking?
True or False
______ a doctor performing a difficult medical
procedure
______ a marathon runner building endurance by
running longer lengths each day
______ a secretary who must answer the phone, take
dictation, and type letters
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June [encompass and drastic]

September [multitasking and strategy]

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
encompass.

1. Circle six words in the box that are synonyms of
strategy.

cover

eliminate

omit

policy

inactivity

method

involve

incorporate

leave out

idleness

dull

scheme

reject

include

contain

stoppage

plan

tactic

dismiss

comprise

ignore

laziness

peace

approach

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms for drastic.

2. Fill in the word web with synonyms/definitions for
multitasking.

extreme in effect
or action

dire

drastic
severe or serious

juggling
desperate

the ability to do
several things at
the same time

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Write a synonym from your vocabulary list for each word
listed:
3. anticlimax

disappointment

4. nemesis

opponent

5. predicament

quandary

6. redundant

unnecessary

multitasking

balance
3. Do the following items describe multitasking?
True or False
__F____ a doctor performing a difficult medical
procedure
__F____ a marathon runner building endurance by
running longer lengths each day
__T____ a secretary who must answer the phone, take
dictation, and type letters
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Comprehension
This section contains a one page printable comprehension practice for each reading
selection. The chart below is the key to the types of questions for the comprehension
questions. The section also contains Constructed Responses exercises. The
Constructed Response pages that are “month” specific list the month they should be
used with. If months are not listed the questions are flexible and may be used at
different points in the story.
When planning this unit, the most logical division for comprehension questions was by
month as each character’s chapters are super short. With the audio version of
Because of Mr. Terupt being 4 hours and 10 minutes long, reading a full month might
be too long for some students. (The average daily reading would be approximately
25 minutes.) One way to cut the daily reading assignments down is to divide each
month in half. Have students complete the Constructed Response questions at the
midpoints of the months, and have students complete the comprehension questions
after reading the full section.
I do not recommend having students complete a full written page response for each
Constructed Response question as this would be extremely time-consuming. Select
the questions that will help your students the most. Some questions may be answered
on the organizer using incomplete sentences, bullets, etc.

Types of Questions Key
detail / inference
main idea /
summarizing / theme
character/ setting /
plot / events
word meaning /
figurative language
text structure
point of view
different forms of the
same story
compare and contrast
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Option 1
Have students use the graphic organizer for notes. Notice the notes are not in complete
sentences. Glue the organizer to the left side of the notebook page. On the right side of
the notebook, students use the notes to write the details in paragraph form.

Option 2
Students fill in the
organizers only.
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Setting



CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.10

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.3

4 Grade

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.2

th

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.1

Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature





Character Traits





Comparing Characters





Responding to Text





Comparing Books





Acrostic Summarizing





Summarizing/Comparing Situations





Cause and Effect



Character Traits








Point of View
Foreshadowing







Figurative Language





Figurative Language





Problem and Solution Chain
Theme
Character Change
Plot Development
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Setting
Character Traits
Comparing Characters
Responding to Text
Comparing Books
Acrostic Summarizing
Summarizing/Comparing Situations
Cause and Effect
Character Traits
Point of View
Foreshadowing
Figurative Language
Figurative Language
Problem and Solution Chain
Theme
Character Change
Plot Development
























CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.10

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.3

5 Grade

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.2

th

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.5.1

Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature
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Setting
Character Traits



Comparing Characters
Responding to Text


















Foreshadowing















Character Traits
Point of View

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.10

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.9



Comparing Books
Acrostic Summarizing
Summarizing/Comparing Situations
Cause and Effect

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.3

6 Grade

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.2

th

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.6.1

Common Core State Standards Reading: Literature










Figurative Language





Figurative Language
Problem and Solution Chain
Theme
Character Change





Plot Development
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Because of Mr. Terupt ~ September
1. A good title for September could be ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Snow Hill School in Connecticut
Pranksters and Outcasts
New Teacher for the New School Year
Friends

3. What can be inferred from the students’
comments about Mr. Terupt?
a. The students are going to wish for a new
teacher.
b. Mr. Terupt is going to be unreasonable.
c. Mr. Terupt is going to be a demanding
teacher.
d. The students are going to have a good
school year.
5. Match each character to his/her description.
a) prankster and
____ Jessica
troublemaker
b) overweight – afraid to
____ Peter
stand up for herself
____ Luke
c) hates school
d) fashion queen, popular,
____ Danielle
bully
____ Anna
e) new girl
____ Jeffrey
f) shy
____ Alexia
g) smart
7. Which genre is Because of Mr. Terupt?
a.
b.
c.
d.

2. September is told from which point of view?
a.
b.
c.
d.

1st through different students
1st through Mr. Terupt
3rd through different students
3rd through Mr. Terupt

4. Read this passage from “September.”
Anna said, “He wasn’t going to let me hide all
year. This made me nervous, but it turned out to
be a good thing in the end.”
This passage contains which literary device?
a. flash forward
b. foreshadowing
c. cliffhanger
d. flashback
6. Mr. Terupt tells Peter,
“My grandpa used to tell me to tie a knot in it.”
The phrase “tie a knot” is an _______________.
It usually means ________________________;
however, in this passage the phrase means ___
______________________________________
______________________________________

8. Read this line from September.
“I’ve got a word!” he yelled. “Buttocks!” He
strutted to the board like he was the coolest
thing since sliced bread and wrote it for the
class.

drama
realistic fiction
adventure
fairy tale

Which type of figurative language does this line
contain?

Explain why you selected this answer.
______________________________________
______________________________________

a.
b.
c.
d.

personification
metaphor
repetition
simile

What does this phrase mean?
______________________________________
______________________________________
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Because of Mr. Terupt ~ September
1. A good title for September could be ---.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Snow Hill School in Connecticut
Pranksters and Outcasts
New Teacher for the New School Year
Friends

3. What can be inferred from the students’
comments about Mr. Terupt?
a. The students are going to wish for a new
teacher.
b. Mr. Terupt is going to be unreasonable.
c. Mr. Terupt is going to be a demanding
teacher.
d. The students are going to have a good
school year.

5. Match each character to his/her description.
a) prankster and
_d__ Jessica
troublemaker
b) overweight – afraid to
_a__ Peter
stand up for herself
_g__ Luke
c) hates school
d) fashion queen, popular,
_b__ Danielle
bully
_e__ Anna
e) new girl
_c__ Jeffrey
f) shy
_d__ Alexia
g) smart
7. Which genre is Because of Mr. Terupt?
a.
b.
c.
d.

drama
realistic fiction
adventure
fairy tale

Explain why you selected this answer.

2. September is told from which point of view?
a.
b.
c.
d.

1st through different students
1st through Mr. Terupt
3rd through different students
3rd through Mr. Terupt

4. Read this passage from “September.”
Anna said, “He wasn’t going to let me hide all
year. This made me nervous, but it turned out to
be a good thing in the end.”
This passage contains which literary device?
a.
b.
c.
d.

flash forward
foreshadowing
cliffhanger
flashback

6. Mr. Terupt tells Peter,
“My grandpa used to tell me to tie a knot in it.”
The phrase “tie a knot” is an ____idiom____.
It usually means ___to get married_________;
however, in this passage the phrase means ___
to stop going to the bathroom._________

8. Read this line from September.
“I’ve got a word!” he yelled. “Buttocks!” He
strutted to the board like he was the coolest
thing since sliced bread and wrote it for the
class.
Which type of figurative language does this line
contain?

a. personification
At this early stage in the book, the best way to
b. metaphor
select the correct answer is to eliminate the
c. repetition
wrong answers. While Jessica uses acts and
d. simile
scenes in her chapter, characters with lines are
not included. The students are not going on a
quest as with most adventures. None of the What does this phrase mean?
fairy tale features are included in the story.
The phrase is used to emphasize one's
enthusiasm about a new idea, person, or thing.
Peter thinks he is really cool for coming up with
the first dollar word.
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Constructed Response - Setting
Location Where the Story Takes Place

Time the Story Takes Place

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Importance of the Setting

Setting

_____________________
Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting

___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific
details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama,
drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as
inferences drawn from the text.
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Constructed Response - Setting

Location Where the Story Takes Place

Snow Hill School in Connecticut

Time the Story Takes Place

Homes of the Major Characters
(In September, the reader visits Danielle's home on the
farm.)

Present (The book was published October 11, 2010.)

Setting
Importance of the Setting

Mood - Atmosphere of the Setting

The story is told by seven classmates who are all in Mr.
Terupt's 5th grade class.

The students all have various personalities which will
make being in the same class at school both interesting
and trying.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in
the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts, words, or actions).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text.
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September - Constructed Response – Character Traits
Describe each student’s first impression/reaction of Mr. Terupt.

Peter

Jessica

Luke

Alexia

Jeffrey

Danielle

Anna

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts,
words, or actions).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the
plot moves toward a resolution.
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September - Constructed Response – Character Traits
Describe each student’s first impression/reaction of Mr. Terupt.

Peter is the
class cutup.
He tries to see
what he can
get away with
on the first
day of school.
He likes that
Mr. Terupt
corrects his
behavior
without
embarrassing
him.

Jessica has
just moved to
Connecticut
from
California. She
likes that Mr.
Terupt is also
new as it is
his first year
teaching at
Snow Hill.
Jessica likes
that Mr.
Terupt noticed
the book she
was reading.

Luke is a
studious
character. He
loves that Mr.
Terupt starts
the year off
with the
challenge of
finding dollar
words.

Alexia is an
outgoing
student who is
too busy
trying to start
a "girl war" to
notice Mr.
Terupt.

Jeffrey does
not like
school. He
just wants Mr.
Terupt to
ignore him.

Danielle is too
worried about
Alexia's
treatment of
her to notice
Mr. Terupt.

Anna is shy
and tries not
to be noticed.
She likes that
Mr. Terupt
gives her a
heads up
before he calls
on her.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3 Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a character’s thoughts,
words, or actions).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3 Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3 Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the
plot moves toward a resolution.
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Skills
Several buyers have requested that I create a unit that provides an overview of
many literature skills, so students are better prepared to answer the Constructed
Response questions. This unit provides organizers going over rules (Several skills
also have a short practice activity.) for the following skills:








Story (Literary) Devices**
Context Clues**
Character Development*
Point of View*
Figurative Language*
Conflict
Plot Development*

* The organizer/skill practice is aligned on the same day as the “Constructed
Response Question” of the same skill. I recommend doing the skill lesson first
before students complete the “Constructed Response Question.”
**Literary devices and context clues questions
“Comprehension” multiple choice questions.
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are

often

asked

in

the

Story (Literary) Devices
4th Grade

5th Grade

6th Grade

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.4.3
Describe in depth a character,
setting, or event in a story or
drama, drawing on specific
details in the text (e.g., a
character's thoughts, words, or
actions).

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.3
Compare and contrast two or
more characters, settings, or
events in a story or drama,
drawing on specific details in
the text (e.g., how characters
interact).
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.5
Explain
how
a
series
of
chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits
together to provide the overall
structure of a particular story,
drama, or poem.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.3
Describe
how
a
particular
story's or drama's plot unfolds
in a series of episodes as well
as how the characters respond
or change as the plot moves
toward a resolution.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.6.5
Analyze
how
a
particular
sentence, chapter, scene, or
stanza fits into the overall
structure
of
a
text
and
contributes to the development
of the theme, setting, or plot.

The following literary devices are included:


flashback ~ narration of earlier events



flash forward ~ narration of future events



flash sideways ~ what would have
happened if one of the major events didn’t
(alternate timeline)



foreshadowing ~ hints about what is to
come



cliffhanger ~ ending with incomplete
excitement



twist ending (plot twist) ~ unexpected end
to the story

Occasionally, I use a flash-sideways as a wrong answer to my multiple choice
comprehension questions. Because of this, I included it on the last page of the first
mini-book without including it in the title. This way you can decide if you wish to
omit it from your study.
The mini-books come in three versions:
 The first has lines where students write definitions, transitions and
examples.
 The second copy of the organizer includes the definitions with key words
missing for students to fill in. Students must also write definitions and
transitions and examples.
 The third copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for
students who were absent.
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Context Clues Common Core Alignment
4th Grade
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.4.A
Use context (e.g.,
definitions, examples, or
restatements in text) as a
clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.

5th Grade
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.4.a
Use context (e.g.,
cause/effect relationships
and comparisons in text) as
a clue to the meaning of a
word or phrase.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5.c
Use the relationship
between particular words
(e.g., synonyms, antonyms,
homographs) to better
understand each of the
words.

6th Grade
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.4.a
Use context (e.g., the overall
meaning of a sentence or
paragraph; a word's position or
function in a sentence) as a clue
to the meaning of a word or
phrase.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.6.4.d
Verify the preliminary
determination of the meaning of
a word or phrase (e.g., by
checking the inferred meaning in
context or in a dictionary).

Context Clues Organizers
Three organizers are offered. The first contains 4 context clue types, the second
contains 6 context clue types, and the third contains 8 context clues types.
The organizers come in three versions:
 The first has lines where students write definitions and sample sentences.
 The second copy of the organizer includes the definitions with key words
missing for students to fill in. Students must also write definitions and
sample sentences.
 The third copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for
students who were absent.

Instructions for Making the Organizer
1) Print the organizer on colored

paper.
2) Have students trim around the
four sides of the organizer on the
bold lines.
3) Fold on the dotted lines and cut
on the solid lines to form six flaps.
4) After discussing the types of
context clues, have students write
a definition and a sample sentence
for each type on the lines
provided.
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So I was feeling pretty excited to start fifth
grade, since I was getting a rookie teacher— a
guy named Mr. Terupt. Right away, I put him to
the test.

The halls smelled stuffy but clean, like they’d
just been disinfected. I wondered if the
custodians had done that on purpose, to make a
show of how clean their school was.

What does rookie mean?

What does disinfected mean?

a) expert
c) male

b) beginner
d) old

a) germ-free
c) dull

Sample Page

b) muddy
d) scratched

32 Context Clues Task Cards
#1

#2

I immediately made a data table of all the letters
and their corresponding values. A quick
reference for me.

She loves to wear flashy clothes— dresses, skirts,
fancy shoes— and she always has the
accessories to go with them.

What does reference mean?

What does accessories mean?
a) add-ons
c) laces

a) excellence
b) position
c) source of information d) cause

#3
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b) partners
d) wallets

#4

Common Core State Standards for Character Development, Point of
View, Conflict, Theme, and Plot Development
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details
and examples in a text when explaining
what the text says explicitly and when
drawing inferences from the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1
Quote
accurately
from a text when explaining what the text says
explicitly and when drawing inferences from the
text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.1 Cite textual evidence
to support analysis of what the text says
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the
text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or
poem from details in the text; summarize
the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.2
Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem
from details in the text, including how
characters in a story or drama respond to
challenges or how the speaker in a poem
reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.2
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and
how it is conveyed through particular details;
provide a summary of the text distinct from
personal opinions or judgments.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.3
Describe in depth a character, setting, or
event in a story or drama, drawing on
specific details in the text (e.g., a
character's thoughts, words, or actions).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.3
Compare and contrast two or more characters,
settings, or events in a story or drama, drawing
on specific details in the text (e.g., how
characters interact).

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.3
Describe how a particular story's or drama's
plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as
how the characters respond or change as the
plot moves toward a resolution.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.5
Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or
stanzas fits together to provide the overall
structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.5
Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter,
scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure
of a text and contributes to the development of
the theme, setting, or plot.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.6 Compare and
contrast the point of view from which
different stories are narrated, including
the difference between first- and thirdperson narrations.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.6 Describe how a
narrator's or speaker's point of view influences
how events are described.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.6.6 Explain how an
author develops the point of view of the
narrator or speaker in a text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3
Write narratives to develop real or
imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details,
and clear event sequences.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.5.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences
or
events
using
effective
technique, descriptive details, and clear event
sequences.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.6.3
Write narratives to develop real or imagined
experiences
or
events
using
effective
technique, relevant descriptive details, and
well-structured event sequences.
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Point of View Organizer
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Figurative Language Common Core Alignment
4th Grade

5th Grade

6th Grade

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.4
Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including
figurative language such as
metaphors and similes.
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5
Demonstrate understanding
of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances
in word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5
Demonstrate understanding
of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances
in word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.5
Demonstrate understanding
of figurative language, word
relationships, and nuances
in word meanings.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5.A
Explain the meaning of
simple similes and
metaphors (e.g., as pretty
as a picture) in context.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5a
Interpret figurative
language, including similes
and metaphors, in context.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.6.5.A
Interpret figures of speech
(e.g., personification) in
context.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.4.5.B
Recognize and explain the
meaning of common idioms,
adages, and proverbs.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.5.5.b
Recognize and explain the
meaning of common idioms,
adages, and proverbs.
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Figurative Language Response Cards
Storage Pocket
1. Print the response storage pocket found on the next page on colored paper.
[Each student will need one pocket.]
2. Have students cut out the pocket on the bold lines.
3. To make the pocket, fold the left and right sides toward the back of the pocket
on the dotted lines. Next fold the bottom flap up toward the back. Glue the
flaps in place.
4. Glue the pocket toward the bottom of the notebook page as the cards are long
and will require plenty of room.

Response Cards
I have provided two versions of the response cards. One version has a sample
sentence and the other contains the words only. I use the two versions to
differentiate instruction.

1. Print the cards on heavyweight paper or cardstock.
2. Have students cut the strips apart.
3. The cards will be stored in the pocket in the students’ interactive notebooks.

Using the Cards
Read selections from books orally and have students use the response cards to
show which type of figurative language is being used. A list of figurative language
for Chapters 1-6 may be found in the answer key section.
You may also wish to incorporate some discussion with this activity because some
of the lines may be difficult to interpret.
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Figurative Language Organizers
Three Door Flip


Print the organizer onto colored paper.



Students will fill in the missing information in the blank spaces.



To make the organizer, trim around the four edges on the lines indicated. Fold the
page in half vertically on the dotted lines. Cut on the lines indicated on the inside
of the organizer, up to the fold so that the organizer opens with three flaps.
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Conflict Organizer
Three versions of the Conflict organizer are provided:
 one with blanks for students to write their own definitions
 one with the definitions provided but with blank spaces for students to write in
key words
 one with the answers provided - The third copy of the organizer may be used
as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for students who were absent
during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have the sentences
already completed.

Instructions for Making the Organizer

1) Print the organizer onto
colored paper.
2) Cut out the organizer
3) Have students complete the
missing information.
4) Fold each hexagon in half
5) Have
students
draw
a
picture and label it on each
flap.
The pictures on the right hand
side are provided to give
students and idea of what to
draw.
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Plot Diagram Staggered Flip Organizer
Three versions of these organizers are provided; one with blanks for students to write
their own sentences; one with the sentences provided but with blank spaces for
students to write in key words; and one with the answers provided. The third copy of
the organizer may be used as an answer key, for differentiated instruction, for
students who were absent during instruction, or if you wish for the students to have
the sentences already completed.
Instructions for Making the Organizer

1) Print
the
cover
and
information
pages
onto
colored paper.
2) Cut out rectangles.
3) Begin with the bottom page
in the stack. Turn the page
on its back and place a thin
line of glue across the top
of the page only. Glue it
towards the bottom of the
organizer notebook.
4) On the back of next page,
place a thin line of glue
along the top.
5) Glue this page directly onto
the organizer page moving
it up approximately onefourth of an inch higher
than the first page.
6) Continue to add pages until
all are glued down.
7) The pages should lift up so
that students can read the
information.
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Novel Studies Created by Gay Miller
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Microsoft
Office
Clipart
Gallery
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Teachers Pay
Teachers
http://www.teachersp
ayteachers.com/Store
/Gay-Miller

Visit my
website at
http://bookunitsteac
her.com/

Visit me on
Pinterest at
http://www.pinterest
.com/lindagaymiller/
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