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Welcome to Book Units Teacher ~ I love teaching! I 

especially love interactive notebooks, anchor charts, 

hands-on activities, great books, and making learning 
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 Thank you for downloading this sample 

of I Survived the Attack of the Grizzlies, 

1967 Book Unit. Other products in this 

series may be found at 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller 

 

This unit contains graphic organizers for an 
interactive notebook covering vocabulary, 
comprehension questions, and constructed 
response writing, and skill practice. I hope 
your students enjoy a book study using the 
engaging method of using interactive 
notebooks. 

 

 

 

  

I Survived the Attack of the Grizzlies, 

1967 

Genre ~ Historical Fiction 

Interest Level ~ Grades 3 – 5  

Grade Level: 4th Grade 

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller
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  I Survived Series 
Book Units by Gay Miller 

   
Publication 
Date 

Number 
in Series 

Title  
(Click on the links to visit my TPT store.) 

Available Book 7 I Survived the Battle of Gettysburg, 1863 

Available Book 11 I Survived the Great Chicago Fire, 1871 

Available Book 12 I Survived the Joplin Tornado, 2011 

Available Book 13 I Survived the Hindenburg Disaster, 1937 

Available Book 14 
I Survived the Eruption of Mount St. Helens, 

1980 

Available Book 15 I Survived the American Revolution, 1776 

Available Book 16 I Survived the Children’s Blizzard, 1888 

10/18 Book 17 I Survived the Attack of the Grizzlies, 1967 

2/19 Book 18 I Survived the Battle of D-Day, 1944 

TBA Book 19 TBA 

TBA Book 20 TBA 

Growing Bundle 

Rules 

Purchase 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Battle-of-Gettysburg1863-Tarshis-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-3477790
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Great-Chicago-Fire-1871-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3738055
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Joplin-Tornado-2011-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-3788127
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Hindenburg-Disaster-1937-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3837932
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Eruption-of-Mount-St-Helens-1980-Novel-Study-Digital-Print-3888702
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Eruption-of-Mount-St-Helens-1980-Novel-Study-Digital-Print-3888702
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-American-Revolution-1776-Google-Digital-Printable-Book-Unit-3410761
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Childrens-Blizzard-1888-Novel-Study-Digital-Printable-Unit-3688603
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-Series-Growing-Bundle-Rules-3659819
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-Series-Growing-Bundle-3659812
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Lesson Plans at a Glance 
Read Vocabulary List 

& 
Vocabulary Booklet 

Comprehension 
Quiz 

Constructed 
Response 
Question 

Skill Practice 

Chapters 1-2 
launch 

black ice 
Page 1 Chapters 1-2 

Mood 

Tiger vs. 

Grizzly Bear 

Suffix Organizer 

Chapters 3-4 
fiery 

jitters 
Page 2 Chapters 3-4 Setting 

Printable Suffix 

Practice Page 

Chapters 5-6 
doom 

hitch 
Page 3 Chapters 5-6 

Character Map 

of Mel 

Making Inferences 

vs. Drawing 

Conclusions vs. 

Predictions plus 4 

H’s (Here Hidden 

Heart Head) 

Organizers 

Chapters 7-8 
babbling 

split-second 
Page 4 Chapters 7-8 

Figurative 

Language 

Making Inferences 

vs. Drawing 

Conclusions vs. 

Predictions Activity 

– Story with Game 

Chapters 9-10 
raid 

waver 

Page 5 

Pages 6-7 

Mid-Unit 

Review 

Chapters 9-10 Point of View 
There, They’re and 

Their Organizer 

Chapters 11-12 
apex 

bluff 
Page 8 Chapters 11-12 

Cause and 

Effect 

There, They’re and 

Their Printable 

Practice 

Chapters 13-14 
burly 

incinerator 
Page 9 Chapters 13-14 

Responding the 
Text 

Problem and 

Solution Chain 

Coordinating 

Conjunctions 

Organizer 

Chapters 15-16  
nauseous 

enrage 
Page 10 Chapters 15-16  

Timeline of 
Events 

Course of 

Action 

Coordinating 

Conjunctions 

Printable Practice 

Chapters 17-18 
canine 

stern 
Page 11 Chapters 17-18 Theme 

Coordinating 

Conjunctions Game 

Chapters 19-20 
collapse 

transform 
Page 12 Chapters 19-20 

Plot 

Development 
 

 Vocabulary Test    
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 Chapters 19-20 [collapse and transform]  

Complete the analogies using vocabulary words from 

Chapters 13-20. 

1. husky : burly :: alter : _________________________ 

2. fall down : collapse :: queasy : __________________ 

3. tooth : canine :: oven : ________________________ 

4. even-tempered : stern :: calm: _________________ 

 

Read these definitions of collapse. 

a)  to break apart and fall down suddenly 

b) to fall down or become unconscious because you are 

sick or exhausted 

c) to become much less valuable 

d) to become flat and empty 

e) to fold together 

Determine which definition is used in each of the sentences 

below. Write a, b, c, d, or e in the blanks to show your 

answer. 

5. _____ His lung collapsed from a puncture during the 

car crash. 
6. _____ The man collapsed after working in the heat all 

day. 

7. _____ The country’s economy is in danger of collapse. 
8. _____ The earthquake caused the bridge to collapse. 

9. _____ The stroller collapses easily. 

 

10.Which word does not belong?  

alter, remain, transform, change, make over 

Chapters 1-2 [launch and black ice] 

1. Fill in the word web with words meaning black ice. 

 

 

Is black ice used correctly in the sentences? 
True or False 

2. _____ My father ran into some black ice as he was 
driving into the garage. 

3. _____ After two cars had accidents due to the black 

ice, the highway department sent out trucks to treat the 
road. 

4. _____ My mother asked me if I would like black ice in 
my tea. 

 

5.  Circle six words in the box that are synonyms or closely 

related to the word launch. 

receive hold toss  

finish hurl fling 
hook throw  propel 

keep catch leap  
 

Page 12 Page 1 

black ice 
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 Chapters 19-20 [collapse and transform]  

Complete the analogies using vocabulary words from 

Chapters 13-20. 

1. husky : burly :: alter : ____ transform___________ 

2. fall down : collapse :: queasy : ___ nauseous _____ 

3. tooth : canine  :: oven : ___incinerator__________ 

4. even-tempered : stern :: calm : _____ enrage ____ 

 

Read these definitions of collapse. 

a) to break apart and fall down suddenly 

b) to fall down or become unconscious because you are 

sick or exhausted 

c) to become much less valuable 

d) to become flat and empty 

e) to fold together 

Determine which definition is used in each of the sentences 

below. Write a, b, c, d, or e in the blanks to show your 

answer. 

5. __d__ His lung collapsed from a puncture during the 

car crash. 
6. __b__ The man collapsed after working in the heat all 

day. 

7. __c__ The country’s economy is in danger of collapse. 
8. __a__ The earthquake caused the bridge to collapse. 

9. __e__ The stroller collapses easily. 

 

10.Which word does not belong?  

alter, remain, transform, change, make over 

Chapters 1-2 [launch and black ice] 

1. Fill in the word web with words meaning black ice. 

 

 

Is black ice used correctly in the sentences? 
True or False 

2. ____T___ My father ran into some black ice as he was 
driving into the garage. 

3. ____T___ After two cars had accidents due to the 

black ice, the highway department sent out trucks to 
treat the road. 

4. ____F___ My mother asked me if I would like black 
ice in my tea. 

 

5.  Circle six words in the box that are synonyms or 

closely related to the word launch. 

receive hold toss  

finish hurl fling 
hook throw  propel 

keep catch leap  
 

Page 12 Page 1 

black ice 

difficult to see 

nearly invisible 
layer of ice 

ice on roads or 
pathways 

thin, transparent 
layer of ice  
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I Survived the Attack of the Grizzlies, 1967 ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. The main event in Chapter 1 is ---. 

a. Mel being chased and clawed by a grizzly 
b. Mel losing her grip while climbing a tree 

c. Mel putting out the campfire 
d. Mel hearing the sounds of a large animals 

2. What is the main conflict at the end of Chapter 
2? 

a. Mel wants to spend the night with Teresa, but 

her mother tells her no. 
b. Mel wants to be home in Wisconsin, but she is in 

Glacier National Park. 
c. Mel wants to be sad because she feels 

responsible for her mother’s death. 

d. Mel wants to be alone, but her grandfather 
wants her to join in the family storytelling time. 

3. Read this passage from Chapter 1. 

Owls hooted. Night bugs shimmered.  

But then there were new sounds. Sounds that 

made Mel’s blood turn to ice. 

Massive paws crunching across the ground. 
Wet, wheezing breaths. Low, thundering 

growls. 

Highlight each onomatopoeic word or phrase. 

Why did the author most likely use 
onomatopoeia in this passage? 

______________________________________

______________________________________ 

4. Both Chapters 1 and 2 end with ----. 

a. sound devices  [alliteration, rhyme, 
onomatopoeia] 

b. cliffhangers [situations that are very exciting 
because what is going to happen next is not 

known] 
c. figurative language [metaphors, similes, 

personification] 

d. sensory details [sight, sound, taste, touch, 
smell] 

5. How does the sequence of the story change 

from Chapter 1 to Chapter 2? 

a. flashback – The story moves back two 
days. 

b. flash sideways – The story repeats with 
different events taking place. 

c. flash forward – The story moves ahead 
two days. 

d. in chronological order – The story 

progresses in time order. 

6. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. first-person point of view – The author tells the 
story through the eyes of  Mel by using 

pronouns such as "I" or "me" or "my". 
b. second person point of view -The author 

describes events as if they are happening to 
you. The reader is a participant in the action of 
this story. 

c. third-person limited point of view - The 
narrator follows Mel and only reveals her 

thoughts. 
d. third-person omniscient. - The narrator is all 

knowing and sees all action. The thoughts of 

more than one character are revealed. 
7. Complete the chart. 

Figurative Phrase 
Type of 

Figurative 

Language 

Meaning 
Alternate Phrase with Similar 

Meaning 

…made Mel’s blood 

turn to ice 

idiom   

The spindly tree 

shook, as though 
it was as terrified 
as Mel. 

personification   
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I Survived the Attack of the Grizzlies, 1967 ~ Chapters 1-2 

1. The main event in Chapter 1 is ---. 

a. Mel being chased by a grizzly 
b. Mel losing her grip 

c. Mel climbing a tree 
d. Mel hearing the sounds of a large animals 

2. What is the main conflict at the end of Chapter 
2? 

a. Mel wants to spend the night with Teresa, but 

her mother tells her no. 
b. Mel wants to be home in Wisconsin, but she is in 

Glacier National Park. 
c. Mel wants to be sad because she feels 

responsible for her mother’s death. 

d. Mel wants to be alone, but her grandfather 
wants her to join in the family storytelling time. 

3. Read this passage from Chapter 1. 

Owls hooted. Night bugs shimmered.  

But then there were new sounds. Sounds that 

made Mel’s blood turn to ice. 

Massive paws crunching across the ground. 
Wet, wheezing breaths. Low, thundering 

growls. 

Highlight each onomatopoeic word or phrase. 

Why did the author most likely use 
onomatopoeia in this passage? 

The sounds build suspense. Mel is frightened at 

first by noises before she sees the grizzly. 

4. Both Chapters 1 and 2 end with ----. 

a. sound devices  [alliteration, rhyme, 
onomatopoeia] 

b. cliffhangers [situations that are very exciting 
because what is going to happen next is not 

known] 
c. figurative language [metaphors, similes, 

personification] 

d. sensory details [sight, sound, taste, touch, 
smell] 

5. How does the sequence of the story change 

from Chapter 1 to Chapter 2? 

a. flashback – The story moves back two 
days. 

b. flash sideways – The story repeats with 
different events taking place. 

c. flash forward – The story moves ahead 
two days. 

d. in chronological order – The story 

progresses in time order. 

6. The story is told from which point of view? 

a. first-person point of view – The author tells the 
story through the eyes of  Mel by using 

pronouns such as "I" or "me" or "my". 
b. second person point of view -The author 

describes events as if they are happening to 
you. The reader is a participant in the action of 
this story. 

c. third-person limited point of view - The 
narrator follows Mel and only reveals her 

thoughts. 
d. third-person omniscient. - The narrator is all 

knowing and sees all action. The thoughts of 

more than one character are revealed. 
7. Complete the chart. 

Figurative Phrase 
Type of 

Figurative 

Language 

Meaning 
Alternate Phrase with Similar 

Meaning 

…made Mel’s blood 

turn to ice 

idiom shivering from fright – You are 

terrified. 

hair stand on end 

the creeps 

The spindly tree 

shook, as though 
it was as terrified 
as Mel. 

personification used to build suspense or to 

show just how frightened Mel 
was at seeing the grizzly. 

jump out of your skin 

bundle of nerves 
edge of one’s seat 
heart in one’s mouth 
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Constructed Response – Mood 

In the top boxes, write words to express the mood in Chapters 1-2. What did the author, Lauren Tarshis, do to create the 
mood? Give at least three examples for each chapter on how the author tried to create this mood.  

 
 

 

  

The mood in Chapter 1 is ... 

 

 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________

________________ 

The mood in Chapter 2 is ... 
 
 
 

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

______________ 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

_______________

______________ 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize 
aspects of a character or setting) 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/5/
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Constructed Response – Mood 

In the top boxes, write words to express the mood in Chapters 1-2. What did the author, Lauren Tarshis, do to create the 
mood? Give at least three examples for each chapter on how the author tried to create this mood.  

 
 

 

  

The mood in Chapter 1 is ... 

scary, frightening. 

Vivid imagery is used. 

For example when 
the bear claws Mel's 
leg, it is described as 

'searing pain, the 
dripping blood.' 

The story describes a frightning event. Mel is being chased 

by a grizzly bear. The bear actually claws her leg. The 
chapter ends with a cliffhanger in which the reader thinks 
the bear might actually kill Meg. 

Sound devices are 
used to describe 

events. 

Graaaaawrrrrr! 
(onomatopoeia) 

twisting and 
turning(alliteration) 

Down, down, down 

she fell. (repetition) 

 

The mood in Chapter 2 is ... sad. 
 

The author uses 
figurative language to 

describe Mel's 
feelings... her heart 

hurt.... Mel felt a 

stabbing pain in her 
chest, like her heart 

was cracking apart all 

over again. 

In this chapter the reader learns that Mel's mother died in a 
car crash just months before. Mel feels guilty thinking that 

if her mother hadn't been taking her to a friend's house 
during bad weather, the car crash wouldn't have happened. 

The author fully 
describes Mel's guilt 

over her mother's 
death in 'flashback-

like' text. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1  Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.3.5 Refer to parts of stories, dramas, and poems when writing or speaking about a text, using terms such as chapter, scene, and stanza; 
describe how each successive part builds on earlier sections. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.7 Explain how specific aspects of a text's illustrations contribute to what is conveyed by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, emphasize 
aspects of a character or setting) 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.1 Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.5.1 Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem. 
 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/3/7/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/4/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/5/5/
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Purchase the unit here. 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Attack-of-the-Grizzlies-1967-Novel-Study-Printable-Digital-4013311
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/I-Survived-the-Attack-of-the-Grizzlies-1967-Novel-Study-Printable-Digital-4013311
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Visit me on  

http://www.pinterest.com/l

indagaymiller/ 

Visit my website at  

http://bookunitsteacher.com/ 
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http://bookunitsteacher.com/
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