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Thank you for downloading this
preview/sample of My Father’s
Dragon
Book
Unit.
Other
products in this series may be
found at
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Gay-Miller

This
packet
contains
graphic
organizers for an interactive notebook
and
game
activities
covering
vocabulary,
comprehension,
constructed response writing, and
skill practice. I hope your students
enjoy a book study using the
engaging method of using interactive
notebooks.
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Genre: Classics, Comedy and Humor, and Fantasy
Interest Level ~ Grades 3 – 5
Grade level Equivalent: 4.8
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Lexile
: ~990L
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Verbs

Chapter 1 ~ MY FATHER MEETS THE CAT
oblige(verb) – to do something that someone has asked you to do : to do a favor for (someone)
synonyms:

gratify, please, indulge, accommodate, help, assist

This surprised the cat – she had never before met anyone who cared about old alley cats – but she said, "I'd be very much
obliged if I could sit by a warm furnace, and perhaps have a saucer of milk."
❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤
Chapter 1 ~ MY FATHER MEETS THE CAT
furnace (noun) – an enclosed container in which heat is produced
synonyms:

heater, boiler, oven, kiln, incinerator, heating system

This surprised the cat – she had never before met anyone who cared about old alley cats – but she said, "I'd be very much
obliged if I could sit by a warm furnace, and perhaps have a saucer of milk."
"We have a very nice furnace to sit by," said my father, "and I'm sure my mother has an extra saucer of milk."
❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤
Chapter 2 ~ MY FATHER RUNS AWAY
inconvenient (adjective) – causing trouble or problems : not convenient
synonyms:

troublesome, tiresome, problematic, difficult, untimely, awkward

It made visiting inconvenient and mail deliveries slow, particularly during the Christmas rush. Crocodiles could have carried
passengers and mail across the river, but crocodiles are very moody, and not the least bit dependable, and are always looking
for something to eat.
~ Page 6 © Gay Miller ~

❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿ ❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤◦.¸¸. ◦✿❤
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Chapter 10 [irate and jackknife]
1. List the following words by shades of meaning.
composed

irate

peaceful

angry

quietened

mad

Chapter 1 [oblige and furnace]
1. Is furnace used correctly in the sentences below?
True or False
_______ The furnace blasted out hot air.
_______ The metal will melt when the furnace is hot
enough.
_______ The artic is a furnace in the winter.

calm


2. Circle five words in the box that are synonyms or
closely related to the word oblige.

furious

2. Draw a picture of a jackknife.
3.
4.

5.
6.

help

do a favor

indulge

disappoint

fail

assist

upset

frustrate

sadden

please


Fill in the blanks with forms of either oblige or
furnace.
I feel _______________________ to take care of my
elderly father.
The
craftsman
heated
the
glass
in
a
_______________________ before blowing in a long
tube to make the vase.
The airlines will _______________________us by
sending us on an earlier flight.
I felt _______________________ to give him a ride to
school because it was raining.

Page 12
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Chapter 10 [irate and jackknife]

Answer Key

1. List the following words by shades of meaning.
composed

irate

peaceful

angry

quietened

mad

Chapter 1 [oblige and furnace]
1. Is furnace used correctly in the sentences below?
True or False
____T____ The furnace blasted out hot air.
____T____ The metal will melt when the furnace is hot
enough.

calm

peaceful

composed

____F____ The artic is a furnace in the winter.


quietened

irate

mad

angry

2. Circle five words in the box that are synonyms or
closely related to the word oblige.

furious


1. Draw a picture of a jackknife.
1.

3.
4.
5.
6.

help

do a favor

indulge

disappoint

fail

assist

upset

frustrate

sadden

please


Fill in the blanks with forms of either oblige or
furnace.
I feel ___obliged___ to take care of my elderly father.
The craftsman heated the glass in a __furnace___
before blowing in a long tube to make the vase.
The airlines will __oblige__ us by sending us on an
earlier flight.
I felt __obliged___ to give him a ride to school because
it was raining.
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Comprehension
This section contains a one page printable comprehension
practice for each chapter. The chart below is the key to the
types of questions for the comprehension questions. The section
also contains 12 constructed responses exercises. The
constructed response pages that are chapter specific list the
chapters they should be used with. If chapter numbers are not
listed the questions are flexible and may be used at different
points in the story.

Types of Questions Key
detail / inference
main idea /
summarizing / theme
character/ setting /
plot / events
word meaning /
figurative language
text structure
point of view
different forms of the
same story
compare and contrast
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Option 1
Have students use the graphic organizer for notes. Notice the notes are not in complete
sentences. Glue the organizer to the left side of the notebook page. On the right side of
the notebook, students use the notes to write the details in paragraph form.

Option 2
Students complete the
organizer by writing
complete sentences.
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Point of View
Character Traits of the Dragon
Character Traits of Elmer
Setting
Map Questions
Cause and Effect
Analyzing Text
Summarizing
Problem and Solution Chain
Figurative Language
Summarizing
Theme
Character Traits
Plot Development
Point of View
Character Traits of the Dragon
Character Traits of Elmer
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CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.10

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.9

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.7

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.5

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.3

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.1

3rd Grade



















Point of View



CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.10

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.9

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.7

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.6

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.5

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.4

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.3

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.2

4 Grade

CCSS.ELALiteracy.RL.4.1

th
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Cause and Effect
Analyzing Text




Summarizing
Problem and Solution Chain












Figurative Language





Summarizing





Theme





Character Traits
Plot Development
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My Father’s Dragon

Chapter 1

1. What surprised the alley cat the most?
a. that Elmer would care about an alley
cat
b. that Elmer’s mother wouldn’t feed him
a saucer of milk
c. that Elmer got a whipping
d. that Elmer wanted to fly
3. Which of the following sentences best
tells the main idea of chapter 1?
a. Mother is rude to the alley cat.
b. Elmer got a whipping disobeying his
mother.
c. Elmer and the alley cat become friends.
d. The alley cat was very drippy and
uncomfortable.

5. Read this passage from Chapter 1.
Wild Island and Tangerina are joined
together by a long string of rocks, but
people never go to Wild Island because it’s
mostly jungle and inhabited by very wild
animals.

2. Sequence the following events.
______ The cat told Elmer about his
traveling days.
______ Elmer and the cat became
friends.
______ Elmer’s mother was rude to the
cat.
______ Elmer found an old alley cat.
4. Which sentence does not belong?
1) Elmer asked the alley cat to come home
with him. 2) Elmer had a warm furnace. 3)
Elmer’s mother was upset about the cat. 4)
Elmer’s mother said once you begin feeding
stray cats, you’ll need to feed every stray
in town.
a.
b.
c.
d.

Sentence
Sentence
Sentence
Sentence

1
2
3
4

6. Which word best describes Elmer?
a.
b.
c.
d.

annoyed
adventurous
playful
shy

The word inhabited most likely means --a. isolated
b. vacant
c. abandoned
d. having residents
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My Father’s Dragon

Chapter 1

1. What surprised the alley cat the most?
a. that Elmer would care about an alley
cat
b. that Elmer’s mother wouldn’t feed him
a saucer of milk
c. that Elmer got a whipping
d. that Elmer wanted to fly
3. Which of the following sentences best
tells the main idea of chapter 1?
a. Mother is rude to the alley cat.
b. Elmer got a whipping disobeying his
mother.
c. Elmer and the alley cat become friends.
d. The alley cat was very drippy and
uncomfortable.

2. Sequence the following events.
__4___ The cat told Elmer about his
traveling days.
__2___ Elmer and the cat became friends.
__3___ Elmer’s mother was rude to the
cat.
__1___ Elmer found an old alley cat.
4. Which sentence does not belong?
1) Elmer asked the alley cat to come home
with him. 2) Elmer had a warm furnace. 3)
Elmer’s mother was upset about the cat. 4)
Elmer’s mother said once you begin feeding
stray cats, you’ll need to feed every stray
in town.
a.
b.
c.
d.

5. Read this passage from Chapter 1.
Wild Island and Tangerina are joined
together by a long string of rocks, but
people never go to Wild Island because it’s
mostly jungle and inhabited by very wild
animals.

Sentence
Sentence
Sentence
Sentence

1
2
3
4

6. Which word best describes Elmer?
a.
b.
c.
d.

annoyed
adventurous
playful
shy

The word inhabited most likely means --a. isolated
b. vacant
c. abandoned
d. having residents
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Point of View

Point of View

1st Person (One character
tells the story. This character
reveals
only
personal
thoughts and feelings of
what s/he sees. The writer
uses pronouns such as "I”,
"me“, “mine”, or "my". )

2nd Person (The narrator
tells the story using the
pronoun
"you".
The
character
is
someone
similar to you. )

Limited ~ The narrator tells
the story through just one
character. The reader will
learn
the
thoughts,
feelings, and reasons for
actions of this character.

3rd Person (The story is
told using pronouns such as
"he", "she", “they”, or "it". )

Objective ~ The narrator
tells the story without
relaying any character's
thoughts,
opinions,
or
feelings.

Omniscient ~ The narrator
knows the thoughts and
feelings of all the characters
in the story.
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Constructed Response – Point of View
After answering the following questions about point of view, write a response in paragraph form.

•________________________________________________

Who is telling the
story?

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

From which point of
view is the story
told? What is the
narrator's
perspective?

•________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

How does the
narrator’s point of
view change how
the events are
being described?

•________________________________________________

How does the
narrator's point of
view influence how
the events are
described?

•________________________________________________

Why do you think
the narrator
described the
events the way he
did?

•_______________________________________________

How would the
story change if a
different character
was the narrator?

•________________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

_______________________________________________
_______________________________________________

________________________________________________
________________________________________________

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated,
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.
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Constructed Response – Point of View
After answering the following questions about point of view, write a response in paragraph form.

Who is telling the
story?

•The son or daughter of Elmer Elevator

From which point of
view is the story
told? What is the
narrator's
perspective?

•3rd Person Point of View

How does the
narrator’s point of
view change how the
events are being
described?

•The story is told by the son or daughter recounting the
adventures of his/her father. The story was more than
likely told to the child repeatedly as a bedtime story.

How does the
narrator's point of
view influence how
the events are
described?

•The story is told like an oral tradition. The story could be
passed down from one generation to the next through the
family.

Why do you think the
narrator described
the events the way
he did?

How would the story
change if a different
character was the
narrator?

•This point of view is quite unique. It adds interest to the
story.

•The story would be quite different if it were told directly
by Elmer. He would include his personal thoughts and
feelings as he encountered the wild animals on the
island.

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.3.6 Distinguish their own point of view from that of the narrator or those of the characters.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.4.6 Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated,
including the difference between first- and third-person narrations.
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Part 3 ~ Skill Practice
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Elmer’s Knapsack
Parts of Speech Organizers



Nouns



Pronouns



Verbs







Subject/Verb Agreement







Adjectives and Adverbs



Parts of Speech Review



Prepositions



CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.3

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.2.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.6

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.4.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1.e

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1.a

2nd
Grade

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.2.1

Common Core State Standards Reading: Language

















Context Clues











Writing Craftivity
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3rd
Grade

Context Clues

Parts of Speech
Organizers


Nouns


Pronouns


Verbs


Subject/Verb Agreement


Adjectives and Adverbs


Parts of Speech Review








CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.B





Writing Craftivity
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.D

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.C

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.B

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3.A

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.3

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2.A

Elmer’s Knapsack
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.3.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.4.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.2.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.1.g

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.1.f

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.1.e

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.1.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.1.b

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.1.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.3.1

Common Core State Standards Reading: Language






Writing standards
may change
depending on
how you choose
to use the
craftivity.



Prepositions




4
Grade
th

Parts of Speech
Organizers
Nouns

Subject/Verb
Agreement
Adjectives and
Adverbs
Parts of Speech
Review
Prepositions

Context Clues

Pronouns


Verbs









CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.B
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.C
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.D
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.E








Writing Craftivity
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.E

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.D

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.C

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.B

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3.A

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.3

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2.A

Elmer’s Knapsack
CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.4.2

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.4.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.4

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.1.e

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.1.d

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.1.c

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.1.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.1.a

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.4.1

Common Core State Standards Reading: Language










Writing standards
may change
depending on
how you choose
to use the
craftivity.








Activity #1 - Elmer’s Knapsack

The front of the file folder

inside

back

When the pocket and mini books are used together, four
pockets will fit onto each page.
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To save paper and time, you can have students write on
index cards in place of using the mini books.

Another paper saving way to create the lapbook is to use
just the minibooks. All 12 will fit inside the file folder.
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Activity #2 – Parts of Speech
Three Door Flip
(Printables for all three organizers are included. These go of
general definitions of the parts of speech.)
Three versions of the organizer are provided.
 The first version contains lines where student lists information.
 The second copy of the organizer includes the definitions with key words
missing for students to fill in.
 The third copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for
students who were absent during instruction.
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Nouns
(Following many of the foldable organizers, printable practice
pages are included (a total of eight printables). On the next
page, the first practice page is included in this sample, so you
can get an idea how this section is set up.
Two versions of the organizer are provided.
 The first version contains lines where student lists information.
 The second copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for
students who were absent during instruction.
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Practice Parts of Speech (Nouns)
Highlight the nouns.
First, he just had to sneeze, so he did, and somebody close by said, "Is
that you, Monkey?" My father said, "Yes." Then the voice said, "You must
have something on your back, Monkey," and my father said "Yes,"
because he did. He had his knapsack on his back. "What do you have on
your back, Monkey?" asked the voice.

The second thing that happened was that he nearly walked right between
two wild boars who were talking in low solemn whispers. When he first
saw the dark shapes he thought they were boulders. Just in time he
heard one of them say, "There are three signs of a recent invasion.
From the highlighted words find each of the following:

concrete noun
abstract noun
common noun
proper noun
singular noun
plural noun
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Practice Parts of Speech (Nouns) Answer Key
Highlight the nouns.
First, he just had to sneeze, so he did, and somebody close by said, "Is
that you, Monkey?" My father said, "Yes." Then the voice said, "You must
have something on your back, Monkey," and my father said "Yes,"
because he did. He had his knapsack on his back. "What do you have on
your back, Monkey?" asked the voice.

The second thing that happened was that he nearly walked right between
two wild boars who were talking in low solemn whispers. When he first
saw the dark shapes he thought they were boulders. Just in time he
heard one of them say, "There are three signs of a recent invasion.
From

the

highlighted

words

find

each

of

the

following:

Answers will vary.

concrete noun

father monkey back

abstract noun

thing signs invasion

common noun

voice knapsack

proper noun

Monkey

singular noun

somebody something

plural noun

boulders

whispers shapes signs boars
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Types of Verbs
Two versions of the organizer are provided.
 The first version contains lines where student lists information.
 The second copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for
students who were absent during instruction.

Page | 29 Unit Created by Gay Miller

Verb Tenses
Three versions of the organizer are provided.
 The first version contains lines where student lists information.
 The second copy of the organizer includes the definitions with key words
missing for students to fill in.
 The third copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for
students who were absent during instruction. [Note: Two answer keys
are provided. The second is for more advanced students.]
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Subject/Verb Agreement
Two versions of the organizer are provided.
 The first version contains lines where student lists information.
 The second copy is completed. It may be used as an answer key, as a
sample for students to follow, for differentiated instructions, or for
students who were absent during instruction.
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Adjectives and Adverbs
Three versions of the first page of the organizer are provided depending on the
needs of your students.
 Students will write the definitions of adjectives and adverbs, write example
sentences (highlighting the adjective(s) and adverb(s), and draw an
illustration of the sentence.
 Students will write the fill in key words in the definition, write example
sentences (highlighting the adjective(s) and adverb(s), and draw an
illustration of the sentence.
 The third copy of the organizer may be used as an answer key, for
differentiated instruction, for students who were absent during instruction, or
if you wish for the students to have the sentences already completed.
Two versions of the last 5 pages of the organizer are provided depending on the
needs of your students.
 Students will fill in charts with missing information
 The second copy of the organizer may be used as an answer key.

The organizer is made so that you may use just the
definition pages OR all pages together.
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Pictured is answer key version.

This organizer will fit
into a notebook.
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Activity #3 Context Clues Organizer
A set of 24 multiple choice task cards follow this organizer.

Three versions of this
organizer are provided
depending on the needs
of your students.
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Craftivity Dragon

Writing Ideas
The dragon’s body has lines for students to write. Here are a few ideas of what
students can write:








Summarize My Father’s Dragon.
Write a dragon story.
Write a comparison of the dragon from My Father’s Dragon to a dragon
from another fictional story.
Write vocabulary words and their definitions.
Add additional body parts. Make one of each part of speech, and have
students list nouns on one body section, verbs on the next, etc.
Make one body section for each animal Elmer encounters on Wild Island.
Have students list character traits of this animal.
List figurative phrases found in My Father’s Dragon and their meanings.
Page | 35 Unit Created by Gay Miller

Font
Walk in the Park Dotty Font

Clipart
Microsoft
Office
Clipart
Gallery

Page | 36 Unit Created by Gay Miller

Teachers Pay
Teachers
http://www.teachersp
ayteachers.com/Store
/Gay-Miller

Visit my
website at
http://bookunitsteac
her.com/

Visit me on
Pinterest at
http://www.pinterest
.com/lindagaymiller/
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